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Le Due Tho: Before we begin our talks I would 


like to raise one question. I have just received the information that 
F resident Njmyen Van Thieu\ administration is killing our military and 
political cadres in jail. I would like to request you to use your influence 

/(kc j\d\M [ittyfwi 

so that Nyuyen Van Thieu a n d ■ & 


stop these cruel actions , 


because these actions are detrimental to your side later. I would like 



raise this question 


/}y-LydXt * 

Dr. Kissinger: Mr. Special Adviser, 


I am not familiar with 


A 


these charges. If prisoners are being killedyt is totally against United 
States policy. I will look into it as soon as I return to Washington, If 
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it is taking place, which I do not know, we will use all our influence to 
stop it. You and we are now making a serious effort to end the war, 
and we will oppose anything that is against the spirit of what we are 

Bu4- . 

“keying to do. X must look into it* 


Le Due The: From our experience 


we know 


that when we are approaching a settlement our enemies try always to 

q Ut^rs. 

kill our cadres. Therefore I would like to draw your attention on this 
que stion. 

Yesterday before we left I handed to you a document. This is 
a serious and final proposal of ours^for your consideration before we 
resume discussion today) so that you can combine our document with 
your own views* today please let us know your views. 

Dr. Kissinger: Before we do this^could I spend a few minutes 

simply on a procedural point? It won't take long. So that we can make 
chedule. There is no need for my assistants outside to wait here. 


a s 


We will now work straight through? 

Spf Aiul-A dirlaeg Le Due Tho: Yes. 

Dr. Kissinger: So we will let them go and we will ask them 

7 J • . 

to come back about & They don't have to wait here. Is that all right . 


-Si 




L»e Due Tho: Right. 


Dr. Kissinger: ^we are approaching a settlement 


we are xn 


the position where An the battlefield we are enemies but in this room we 


\ 
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are partners. We have the same objective. So we must be candid 
with each other, discuss our obstacles frankly, and see what we can 


do to remove 


them. So if we fail it won't be for lack of effort. 


Noyv let me tell you what our schedule is. I will send my 
Deputy, General Haig, to Saigon. {(£ will leave Friday night^Washmgton 
time. He will stay in Saigon Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. He will 


come 


back to Washington Wednesday morning. Then I would like 


and I will send Mr. Negroponte with him. I will then need a day and 
a half to discus s~the results he brings back ; with the President and with 


other associates. I will then leave Washington Friday morning to come 
back here,/tnd I propose therefore that we meet here the 7th, 8th and 
9th. The reason I give you so much detail is so you understand this is 
not a delay but it is necessary in order to be able to work quickly. 

^ U I ask the Special Adviser to remember what I said to him yesterday * 

that the election now has a funny impact>n the sense that public quarrels 
with our allies are worse than public quarrels with you, ■£> it is m our 
common interest that we proceed this way. I am being very frank with 
you, T?e cause now that I am convinced that we both want a settlement, we 
have to work in a cooperative spirit.wlhat is certainly our attitude. 

Secondly, I have thought about the other procedural point over 
night. It has to do with what we will do when we have agreed on our 
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10 point s, or 


whatever number of points we finally have. My view is, 


as 


I told you yesterday, that at some point after those are elaborated 


we must activate both Avenue Kleber and the second forum^the one 

• 

between the GVN and the PRG. But for those two forums to work 

efficiently and quickly^ there must bo some public commitment of the 

direction in which they should go. And, therefore I would like to propose 

if j 

for your consideration that/we should agree on 10 points, that wc^umounce 

thern^because this will bring some pressure on both of our allies to move 

fast and it will make it clear what we will support and what we will not 

support. U If we agree on the 10 points ^'^nd we can do it either from 

We Cedi if (it) d'Jvnn f 

here^or if I should take that trip to Hanoi^or right after I 

have been in Hanoi. If you are concerned that this will help us during 

% 

the election we can delay and announce it after the election. To us the 

J not 


mam 


concern now is/ the election but to finish the negotiations. This is 


for you to decide. We are prepared to do it before^but it is also possible 
to do it right after^and then work very quickly in the other forums right 
after the election. But it is for you to decide. We are prepared to work 


Wt 


on 


the schedule established yesterday. It is justyl you are worried about 


A 


the election we could agree on everything in the 10 points here or in 
Hanoi and then announce^ but not publish anything until afterwards. It 

A 

is up to you. We will work on either schedule. But of course we have 
to agree first. "I don't know whether the Special Adviser has any comments 


on this. 
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Le Due Tho: Now let me speak about your 


proposal. First about the schedule. We agree with your proposal to 

meet again, here on October 7, 8 and 9. 

Secondly, as I told you yesterday the Presidential election 

in the United States is your affair, your internal affair. As to these 

negotiations they are aimed at finding a solution, a rapid solution 

> So i* ycu\r Cut*; 

acceptable to both sides. So this is our objective then^ we should find 
out a solution that is acceptable to the two sides. You are haunted by 

the idea about the elections. You often refer to it. Yesterday I told 


you we 


should let this question aside. Yesterday I told you^and we 


agreed that, ^he time now is ripe for a solution^and we should find 

out rapidly a solution, to end the war* 

As to the schedule we agreed to it yesterday. 

Now the only thing t htff w « reach agreement 

on the 10 points the announcement of this document^^Xither*# will 
be announced here or in Hanoi. As to the announcement* of this document 
I told you yesterday that I will give you the answer when we meet again 
on October 7^Hecause it is related to your trip to Hanoi. Because if you 
go to Hanoi, then it may be announced in Hanoi. If you don't go to Hanoi, 
then it may be announced here. Otherwise we will consider it will 

be announced. So at our next meeting I will raise this question. Wte?t 
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is important now is that we should come to an agreement on the 10 

!?• ,9- 

points. This is the delraiia re thing*. As to the question of the announce- 
ments— whether it will be announced, where it will be announced, when 
it will be announced, it is not a problem. , , . • , 

// - - j will dvff l 1 ^ SU - - 

Dr. Kissinger: The only point is*j if I should go to Hanoi, if 
the announcement is made it should be made some days later,simultancously 
in Washington and Hanoiyifter I return from the tr ip yro-iHrs ertwrao une ed 
while I am in Hanoi. B ut I am sure we can work that out. 

Cpccitd^g dy^cx Le Due Tho: Regarding your trip to Hanoi I 

have expressed it^ ^ ’ 

Dr, Kissinger: We will discuss it next time* 

Le Due Tho : But I would like to add something 

to this question. I have raised yesterday a number of points regarding 
your trip to Hanoi. One of these points is that we should see how much 

t 

we will agree to with each other^ ^And on the next three successive days 
of meeting we shall see what points are left for your trip to Hanoi to 


agree on. 


\ Dr. Kissinger: I agree. • 

Le Due Tho: Secondlwyour trip to Hanoi ^ 

ftli/sfU+A 

there is another point that we raise as a difficulty^ 3>Tis the bombardment 

m* 

of North Vietnam and the mining of £&££* harbors and ports. Once we 
have come to agreement and once you visit Hanoi^and the mining and 
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bombardment continue s,then it is not advantageous. This is 

thing I would like to draw to your attention. 

Thirdly, we shall answer you fully— a full answer-- when we 

meet next time regarding your trip to Hanoi, and we will not answer you 


our views 


m a 


message as you proposed^because we can't fully express 

/because we should discuss the agenda of work, the program 


in a message 


of work, the plan of your trip, w&coxxn h*.w you will come, how the 
announcement will be made -- a series of questions to be discussed. So 

as to answer you in a message, we can't. 

Dr. Kissinger : No, I think that is fine. I didn't express 

myself properly. I wanted some indication on whether you wanted a 

signed document, not about the trip to Hanoi. Because if we don't know 

ahead of time it will make our work a little difficulty it is not essential. 


Le Due Tho: If we reach agreement on all 



the 10 points, then I think between the DRV and the U. S. there should be 

signature of documents. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is what I think too. 

Le Due Tho: It is a matter of course.Sht how 

— ; Z+sUL d«Cu.*S' 

it will be signed, how we shall proceeded I think you should a so 
prepare your ideas about the agenda of your work if you go to Hanoi, 
/hat is your plan, how the document will be signed* Now I don't 
request you to answer me immediately, but next time when we meet again 


\ 


we will exchange views. 
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a s 


Dr. Kissinger: I agree, I agree completely.^ we will have 

pecific proposal for you next time. Also on the point. . . . 

Le Due Tho: If by the end of this session you 



can give us answers on 


we 


answer 


this question it should be all the better^>e cause 

shall express our views to you next time. 

Dr. Kissinger : Well, let me thank. I can't give you a firm 

until next time but maybe I can give you a preliminary answer. 
Sp - r-iT f *"* *"«~« Le Due Tho: And on the basis of the views 

you will express by the end of this session then we shall discuss with 

you. It would be more convenient. ^ 

Dr. Kissinger: I agree. On the signature of the sa 


document I have had a preliminary hut of course you under 

stand the President is traveling right now. But we will consider very 


ser 


iously the signature by the Foreign Minister*. 1 will let you know 

definitely it the nextfneeting and maybe even through a message before 

A 

the next meeting. 

One other point. The Special Adviser made a point about our 
election. I am not obsessed by the election^ cause no one has ever 
been 34 points ahead in the public opinion polls and lost. In fact, no 
one has ever been 34 points ahead.i'o there is no precedent for it. But 

in the Herald Tribune today that one of the spokesmen 


I saw 


- / V^b / b x 


u- 


for the PRG said that you don't want to help us in the election and 


Jl 





t. 

•i 


V 
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therefore y^ u - iimp M: make any statement, aad-so m 
reference to the observation of your side, not to any reference on our 

part. (a uj A /< r 3 


1 

7 my comment^ in 



Le Due Tho: 



.‘Let us stop the dis- 


cussion on the elections. 

Dr. Kissinger : I agree. 

5 Le Due Tho : We are seriously speakingy-wc 
both now arrengagina , really engaging, in settling the problem. We 
should concentrate our efforts in finding a settlement. 

Dr. Kissinger: I agree. One final point with respect to the first 

issue the Special Adviser raised with me, about the 

killing of cadres. I have assured him that we will use our best efforts 'k> 
that this will not be done, but we have captur.ed^^ffi^structions t|^t__ 
were given to some of your people which say tha^t aU~?Ut6vt /-^f 


K O d r** 

tljl V hj hoCM fjj* wUti G t-t 

y should be eliminated. ''j k-d ot Ut e v e n lu 





ju/l'Ce 



Le Due Tho: I am not aware of such instructions t 


but I would like to tell you here that the war is now going on; What 
happens on the battlefield we can't control, but here I would like to raise 
the question about military and civilian prisoners in jail^and they should 

not be terrorized or killed. 
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Dr. Kissinger : I have assured the Special Adviser that we 

Will use all our influence to prevent the killing of prisoners^ I think 
he should use all his influence that the same happens on your side. 

/-/■ CjujU^T 

We don't make 


we will use our influence anyjvay. 


did&esr 


we have never done these actions, in the againSt 

/e captut ed tens of thousands of French prisoners and other national 

..'-•■y- *• — “ “ “ 

and the whole world knows our treatment (of ther^}. 

* 

Xu an Thuy: * I would like to draw your attention that 

a few months ago the Saigon ^ministration showed a list of names. 

„ „ f .„„„ n ie that would he killed by the Viet£png^ 7 A 
Allegedly they were names of people tnat wou 

• £ __ Rut afterward the peopled in Saigon whose 

ftc, after the restoration of peace. But a terwa f 



name appeared on the list raised their voices to protest, 
say fclt this is an initiative of the Saigon^dministration not die VietGng 

But I think these questions are the ones on which we draw each other's 
attention S/ but we shcM concentrate our efforts on the main problems. 

Dr. Kis singer: Exactly. I know what the Special Adviser has 

s aid^and we will pay serious attention to it. Now shall we begin our 


work 



• • 
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/ 


r 


0 _ r , ^ T | - A . r i^c ; o-,-_ Le Due Tho: You should pay your debt now. <= 

, MF I i «# t. • I • ' tta • .« ■ t •<. • * , , , , . . 

r *** - . ... mtmi " # % 

^Laughter] 




Dr. Kissinger: The Special Adviser realize^ of course that 

over night separated from Washingtoivwe cannot do the thorough job 


we 


will do by the time we meet again. I have one question. 

Le Due Tho : Rut in any case you should have 

Jc’yvvA ityvSo^ 

some views \ views. 

Dr. Kissinger: Oh yes, I have them and I will present them. 

Now before we came here, and I did not have chance to present this 

yesterday, we redrafted some of the principles you handed us last time 

with a view to making them compatible. Now in my view it is useful 

to discuss those only if we have some intention of signing them or 


agreeing to then^but if not we can put the^ 


aside. But I want 


to 


tell the Special Adviser that we are prepared to discuss these.fcrrt'Hiey h'-S/tW 
£r pfcnb'rl* 

I 

to the 10 points? I don't want him to think we are neglecting any proposal* 


^ycuvl m«to£ Now would he like me to discuss those^or go directly 


he is making 


&^eial Le Due Tho : In our view our 10 points include 

both the principles and the concrete provisions^ I would propose to go 

* 

directly to the TO points. 
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Dr. Kissinger: All right, I agree. £nd we have incorporated in 

sO H«M/ 

our proposal the principles also. N,trw let me turn to the discussion of 
the 10 points. Let me sum up again what I believe to be the problem 


before us.‘ 


4/ 


First, to agree in substance. Second, to find agreed language. 

^ ** Third, to develop agreed implementation on issues in which agreed 

language is not sufficient to guide the work of the other groupj* 

Now our views ad** compatible of many of the central features 

V 

of the settlement.— Respect for the Geneva Accords and the future U S 

9~ 

role in Vietnam^ United States and allied withdrawals^with some details 

, , , k 'ffhxihij , ~ 7 ^ 'rtl&t&e 

to be worked out^ especially -fche-f of prisoners, U. S. 

A 

neutrality toward the political totality of South Vietnam and non- 

Sci/fh $ — 

interference in the political affairs of Vietnam, The process of reunification 

(j/ m A A 

of North and South Vietnam, The settlement of Indochinese problems by 

the Indochinese people themselves. The future orientation of the countries 

A 

of Indochinai that is to say the of the military provisions of 

C KfuvT* 

the 1954 and 1962 /fgreements^to be summed up in the word neutrality, 

Cjf — 

A ce <^ sc fire at the time of the signing of the overall agreement with the 

‘ uJ <}.. ' 

scope yi the details to be worked out, Fho principle* of international 

supervision, "flic principles of international guarantee. 

A 

fcfasff jk*.'vcrthelcsa we still differ on many a ope eta. N«/w let 

t i 

me go through the proposal wo are making to you, |t p Art jy 
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based on what I gave you last nighynft a few changes in the part I gave 

femj- 

you last night plus a new 



4. 


First with respect to point lwe have attempted to deal with 
the fact that the Special Adviser pointed on, the absence of the word 
"unity" in our introductory paragraph, find also we have expressed our 
view in two places with respect to unity: Cn^with respect to paragraph 
1 in which we pointed out that we will piece no obstacle in the way of 
reunification and that we will respect the unity once it is achieved. 

Secondly, last night I added a sentence to paragraph 7jn the introduction 
of paragraph 7~~I will hand it to you afterwards but 1 want to read it to 
you*. "The United States acknowledges the provisions of the Final 
Declaration of the Geneva Conference of 1954 in regard to respect for 

the sovereignty, the 1" 

of the Indochinese states. " Si Ur-lh " mil nT P \J &< . J 

ft K Lhere we say ’'Once an overall 

? s ~° ndly , in paragrap " j * ^ in ' u - 

agreement has been reached "~in the version you 1- " 

U.S. has no interest to continue its military involvement;' t^have^S 
say "The U. S. does not intend to continue its military involvement". 

So we have in the first paragraph, point (b) in the document we handed 
you yesterday^wo^ "The U. S. has no interest;' and we have changed 

to say "does not intend". The other points in^oint 1 remain the same. 

* 
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Point 2 remains the same. You notice that we picked up your 

to us that when you speak of technical 


language. of your points^ 
personnel you mean technical military personnel. iw/UWr 

On withdrawals we have given you a paper on prisoners ««. / 

that indicates the' rate at which they are to be withdrawn^ which has 

i\uj CiUj 

other provisions such as access to prisoner^detention facilities for 

verification of missing in action^and other .s_f 7 ^ — * As p 

out to you yesterday,we have to insist on the return of all prisoners in 

Indochina but some of your assurances yesterday, Mr. Special A 

^ JytrL ci/b hs tw Jo/n 

indicated that this may 1 problem. 

I will return tojp&int 4 in a moment. 

Point 5 and Point 8, Vietnamese armed forces and Indochina 

foreign policy: We accept your proposal that the word "equality" be 
substituted for the word "fairness". As for the rest I think our draft 


is very close 



Our Point 8 on the foreign policy of the Indochinese countries 

I think is very close to some of the material i/foint 4. I am operating 
from our points, not your points, ^nd it is therefore substantially agreed. 

Point 6 on reunification. The Special Adviser on September 15 

j i • a ,1 (-Via nhrase "After suitable interval these 
and again yesterday objected to the phrase ^ 


discussions 


should reunification should be achieved." We are 


\ 
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(/} 

therefore dropping that phrase. The Special Adviser has achieved so 
many successes he will get over confident. 

Le Due Tho : It is small success. 




Dr. Kissinger: But an accumulation of quantitative changes 


G 


produces qualitative change/. At least that is what I learned when F 

A 

studied Lenin. 

Oaf, 

Le Du e Tho ; /fhe accumulated quantities 


are so small^therefore the advance is very slow to bring about the 
change in quality. 

Dr. Kissinger : .The Special Adviser is a very hard 
task master. 4^ 



J(Laughte£J 




event} 


CTwhen he presents his objections it sounds as if it is a cosmic 

/ CX<±p*' if , ... / 

W hen we a^jfcgpt his suggestions fesr sounds as if it has no significance. 



Le Due Tho : But you do not pay attention 

to our concern regarding great point * major point. You pay attention 

A J 

only to our concern on small points. And onthe contrary throughout our 

s 

proposal we have paid attention to your concern on major points. It is 

•A/v- \*uanti-b. 

not - >«P.-vnftn.nhlf»-nnH urn n vi* : 


Dr. Kissinger: Well I just don't think that is true. We 
have paid extraordinary attention to your major point. What we are 
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attempting to do is to settle all the issues that Hjke* it is possible to 

settle, 4 nd 1 think if one put side by side the changes in position that 

have occurred throughout the negotiations it would be impossible to 

* 

support the statement the Special ^ d ^ ^ ^ ^ i 1 * n s j t • 

-ci ,'Vdvifi?r Le Due Tho ; I think that since we have 

engaged in the process of settlement wo should have serious talks and 
respond to the major basic concern of th** other side and afterwards wo 

shall go to the other concerns and the details. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well, I will finish going through these 

as* ^ 

points. If that is true then there is no sense discussing the other points 

until we agree on point 4. We are extending ourselves. . . 

Le Due Tho : We can discuss on the 

other points but the jp^>int 4 is the main point as I have told you. 

j; i Xuan Thuy; I propose the Special Adviser to 
finish your ideas on all other points and then we shall go on to jfrfcint 4. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is what I intended to do,£bt we 

ytajfc ef-ferf s 

have extended ourselves to the maximum and hwKfr enormous d±£6s«3±tie s 

(iCLejtj- ^vr^Stb-^h erffrv Gil e 

n s- t a nt - r - 


in Washington and Saigon, B ut— Lam-e 

ff {X(U u\ * Bf c * u 

t hat i, u lid'.' t l tt u n i Tf we cannot agree on the points that 

we are near agreement to we will never agree on jioint 4. 
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« 


Minister Xuan Thuy: Now this is discussion 

■■■ “ ■ ""* A 


not 


ye tij'b 




=t? 


^oint 4 ,u have not made our comment on 
point 4 Since you have come to your position on |oint 8, please go on y 
then return to point 4, 

Dr. Kissinger: Point 7.^s I told you before^we have 

added a phrase to the effect that'the United States acknowledges the 
provisions of the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference of 1954 in regard 
to respect for the sovereignty, the independence, the unity and the 

territorial integrity of the Indochinese states." 

Point 9 with respect to ceasefire; The Special Adviser 

pointed out to us yesterday that our formulation was vague with respect 

to the timing of the ceasefireyand he expressed some doubt about the 

meaning of the phrase "general ceasefire". We are therefore adding 

tojpoint 8 the phrase "upon the signing of the overall agreement". 

We will hand you the whole proposal. 

Secondly, you asked about the nature of the ceasefire -- 


what was 


the meaning of tte 'general ceasefire." We would like to 


maintain the phrase'general ceasefire but we will hand you a papei^ 

lAxt 1 

/ow about our definition of a general ceasefire, is as follows: 

"The forces of the parties will remain in place pending implementation 
of the withdrawal provisions and principles of the overall agreement. 


\ 


TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 



DECLASSIFijBtj^ 

Authorit yAD jfffftts 

Byj^NARA Date D%1 /?>/ oZ 


TOP SECTOR T /SE NS IT I YE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


18 


.*» 1 .■ 




xM~ 


*• Pending implementation of the political provisions of 
the overall agreement, neither side will seek to extend its areas of 


control. 


“ The civilian population will continue to work and reside 


in the areas where they are located until the parties agree on the 
modalities for implementation of the principle of freedom of residence 


and movement. 11 


Xuan Thuy: You added to 


T> 


Dr, Kissinger 


point 9". 

TlirJ o << vuM , .ftp* * 

: T hr tt ■ rt r r fi l, g h 1 i g hr ,, i V_ The 


se are not in 


n 


the points. This is our definition of general ceasefire. And we have 
added another phrase about removal of mines; that we will remove 
the mines laid in the ports, harbors and waterways, etc. I think you 
will find that our definition of a general ceasefire is the same as 
your definition of a standstill ceasefire^nd we have also put that 

Jb . . ckfki'hvHS 

removal into the proposal itself,Wt if you have any additional 


we will be glad to consider them seriously. 



r-eAtU* Sc 


to make this document part of any working agreement we ^ jo y^uC/n 

tw’ l wJ or /Zv< I 4 a 4 ^ u ( 

d\iul^aa± the practical Q )&£££££ ^ be a standstill ceasefire. I want 

to make sure that you understand this, cnr** t^|\4ptr, &lev*mb cfc, 

fahi-Yll GuStfirt {h ►nyArtf' 

On international supervision there are two aspects. 

~J-he international Commission. O r proposal is within the framework 
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/v<? 


/ / n k 

hat is to say^j? countries^and 




we substituted Indonesia for India. 


c 




On the other hand^the Special Adviser made a proposal yesterday 


of ^countries with JS to be nominated by each side and both sides agree to. 
all 4^ It is a constructive proposed which I would like to study in Washington 
with some experts and to which I will respond next week. So we should 
not spend the day discussing the differences. We have prepared a paper 
that indicates how we think the International Commission should operate 
and what forces it will require to supervise the various tasks that have 
been given to it. These functions are independent of the composition of 
the Commis sion .and I would like to submit it to you for your consideration. 


(Hands t- 


0V«V 



/ , * 3n|Wm/»W &>hr»<ss>'* <4 Gntfa/ c«S SbjfXm***,, " 


On International Guarantee^ am assuming that you would propose 

Gwift , r * t ^ 

that the Guarantee f*rtr p would contain the members of the Interna- 

A 


tional 


f%tn 



ni. nr Into r-nfiY^ Control Commission. Not the 




embers of the old one but the^Kmembers of the new one. We watt 
proposj^adding Japan and Thailand to the list of guarantee countries. 

But (Mr ^Aside to Lord: "Do we have a separate paper on that?J We have 


a se 


parate paper on that. We recognize that there is a difference between us y 
in the sense that you do not want the ceasefire to be part of the/Inter national 
. grantee/. As I understand it, you want the/nternational/uarantee/ 



SJiy.:. ' . 

- 

&«:■• 

* 

m 

«>V • ; 

ffe-4 

7 .<; 

iV'i ■' 

fe; ' H , 
; 

Lur . ■ 1 

l;'- • -• 


I: 


/A.' 

nr 


A . - 
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V; ■ ■ 


lY- i 
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to concern the international relationships of the Indochinese states. We 


will consider that and discuss it next time. 


/Sands 


L. 


6tmy*u/^«5 , ** ^ 

Q 

Now let me go to pbint 4, v 'As I understand it the Special Adviser 


7 U 

made a number of criticisms of our proposal. /First criticism was that 

we aa3? providing fot" the election of a Prcsidont^while ;your point of view 

(\ / / 

is that the election should be for ■£fcn3 /Sons! i sombly. ^ 

The second point is that we arc not defining what we mean by 



democratic liberties. Cr~ — “ 



the role of the Committee 


The third point is that we were 

d -k 

National Reconciliation jgrr supervision of the election. 'We have now 
tried to take account of some of your criticisms in the following ways: 


Q 


First^we have spelled out what we mean by democratic liberties. 


H Secondly, we are proposing that in addition to election for the President 


there should be election for the National Assembly^ and we have the follow- 
ing clause "At a time mutually agreed there will be new elections for the 
National Assembly in which all political forces will be free to participate. 
These elections will also be organized and supervised by the Committee 
of National Reconciliation. 11 

Thirdly, we have typ&ifcgs , the functions of the Committee for 

. * 

National Reconciliation in the following pi'ovisionjfc: "In addition to its 
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electoral responsibilities, the Committee ot National Reconciliation will 
be charged with helping resolve differences which may arise between the 
South Vietnamese parties in the implementation of the provisions of this 
eement and carry out any other conciliatory functions which may be 


agr 

agreed between the South Vietnamese parties. • 

We have also made a number of minor changes. For example, 

the Special Adviser pointed outymd so did some commentators from Hanoi, 

that it was our intention to eliminate tin* m- res of the PRG. We have 

ft) 

therefore written into paragraph I of this proposal that'Hhe right of all 
political forces to participate freely and peacefully in every aspect of the 
political process shall be guaranteed on the basis of mutual respect and 
non- elimination." And we have added to ‘point 4 (h) that "The United 
States is not committed to any political orientation or personalities in 
South Vietnam, nor does it seek to impose a pro-American government 


in Saigon. n 


Now we 


will hand you the entire proposal. This supersedes what 


we gave you 


last night. When you compare it with our proposal of 


September 1 y when you compare it even with the provisions of last nighty 
you must recognize that we have made a major effort to take your views 

into account and to move in your direction.^. I understand it/he basic 

i ■«/»<? to sive the Government of National 

thrust of your proposal yesterday was to gi 
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Concord the -™r role of implementing the agreement?. If you study 

our proposal carefully and if you avoid the temptation of scoring debating 


points, you will recognize that we are trcgfffg to do the same thing with 
the Committee fggr National Reconciliation, 

Nhaw h ^ 

You have said here and an editorial yesterday in . ) 

/ 

repeated it, that we are seeking the elimination of your forces in South 

D 1 

Vietnam, ^ou pride yourself on understanding tne reality and not tt 


tie 


appearances. If you analyze our proposals carefully you will find first that 
we have given assurance*about non- elimination^ ^econdly^ that you con- 
sider not simply the assurances but the facti^terfc the realities. The reality 


is 


that after the ceasefire comes into being there will be definite areas 


of control and once they have come into being they will do more to. establish 

^ 4c Jcrus (hybrid 

the legitimacy of you/ support than any points we might make here. 

A A 

My associates and I made a list yesterday of the objections you 

/pY*i/tius ’ rn - . &L , , , 

raised to our proposal: With, respect to point 1 you complain that we had 

A A y A 

no provision about non-intervention in the affairs Vidnam. We have 

Q — 

m^b that point. You said that the PRG is not the same as the NLF. 

a 

We have not yet reached agreement on that point. ^You said that the e l ection 

should not be for the President alone but for a^0onstituent / Xssembly. 

• • 

We have tried to meet this point by providing for elections for the National 

Q — 

Assembly. With respect to democratic liberties you said that we did not 

A / 
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specify them. We have done that. With respect to the tasks of the 

A 

rf 

Committee fier National Reconciliation we have added a clause which 

qj— 

will permit the expansion of those. With respect to the resignation of 

* 9 — 

President Thieu we gave you the answer yes.‘--rday. With respect to 

? A 

U. S. bombing and mining^ we will slop this when we have reached an 
overall agreement, Fut we do not exclude an act of good will when we 
have reached preliminary agreement. I would also like to give you an 


assurance 


that once an overall agreement is reached, we will substantially 


reduce our naval forces off the shores of Vietnam and our forces in 
other countries of Southeast Asia that can be used m Indochina. I give 
you that as an assurance which we would be glad to repeat to other coun- 
tries ' With respect to Vietnamese armed forces in South Vietnam we have 

A 

> 

accepted your proposal to substitute "equality" for the word "fairness". 


0- 
V W4 


With respect to the ceasefire timing we have accepted your view that it 
rl * 

should coincide with the overall agreement^and we have written it into 

the agreement. With respect to your objection of the phrase "general 

ceasefire" being too vague, we sfewtt- give? 1 you a document which indicates 

that we define it to mean standstill. With respect to reunificationjwe 

have dropped the phrase "after a suitable interval after the signing of 

( ?— 

the agreement}' as you requested. ^With respect to the principle of the 
unity of Vietnam, we have added a phrase acknowledging the statements 

9 - 

of the Geneva Agreements of 1954. With respect to the length of withdrawal^ 
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as 


Solvable Q .... 

I pointed out I believe that is a atefcg&ia problem. 'We still differ on 


reparations, on the applicability ofmtcr national guarantees, onthe fc ^ 

of the ceasefire. "t^with respect to the last one, your assurance 


V^abiut the withdrawal of foreign troops from Laos and Cambodia may give 

f A 

pportunity to settle the problem practically. We still differ as to 


us an o 


feint 4 but we have made a major effort to uto account of # your views, [l! riiv/j 

r 0 / •* 7 q|, 3 bnc&ts 

l i N ^ w in tlie paper we have give:'. y*»;i we have put into 


those parts we have not yet had a chance Lu 


This is all I have to say now, 


tiS 1 

discuss. ■> y e s t e i d a y . 



Le Due Tho: I propose a little break and after- 


wards I shall express my views. 

frhe meeting broke at. 1 1:4^ a. m. and reconvened at 12:0jTp. m. ) 

, Floy-eti ie. ? 

Dr. Kissinger: Do you know Mr. LaPira ^ ') from dStjJji' « 

He sends me a telegram every time when I am in Paris. There are 

candidates for the Nobel Prize/ 

Le Due Tho: They want to urge you to go rapidly^ 



but you are going slowly. 

Dr. Kissineer: I am glad the Special Adviser agrees with every 
word I have said. 

,] L e L uc Tho: I agree with you on some points 




\ 


but I disagree with you on others. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well, that is progress. 
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7$ 





ufcg**** Le Due Tho: But slow progress. This is 

a general assessment. Let me now express my views on the 10 points 

and on points which disagree. 

First, I speak of the guarantee for the Vietnamese people's 

fundamental national rights. I realize that you have spoken about the 

Geneva Agreements and spoken of the ro.,u.ml for the rights recognized 

by these agreements and the principle recognized by the Geneva Agreements 

to guarantee our people's national fundamental rights, -&&&& the independence, 

the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Vietnam. I don't know 

the reason why you are unwilling to put the word "unity" in this part. It 

needs only to add two words and it will reflect the full spirit of the Geneva 

Agreements. E you add two sentences^ these two sentences do 

reflect the fundamental spirit of the Geneva Agreements. To put the 

word "unity" in this part it does not mean that Vietnam is unified^because 

the unification is^carried out by agreement by the two sides. But this 

A 

word "unity" is a demand, a traditional demand^for thousands of years 
asked by our people. So this word is a principle, therefore we drop 

this word. Moreover this word has been written in the Geneva Agreements^ 
and this word has been elaborated in the Agreement^ The Geneva Agree- 
ment also specifies that the 17th parallel is only provisional # is no 
boundary/' ThU is one country, So it is not 


not 
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% 


logical for you to drop this word. "Now let me address to the second 
question regarding our demand of the formation of the three-segment 
administration in South Vietnam. This is a very reasonable and logical 
demand and we have taken into account the real situation in South Vietnam 
which has been reflected in the proposal we handed to you yesterday. 

What is the actual situation in South Vietnam? There are two armies, 


two 


administrations, three main political forces, Each side has dozens 


of divisions and hundreds of thousands of troops. So these forces remain 
in existence after the ceasefire. Without an administration above every- 
thing else to /Jwi the implementation of the agreement, how can 

the agreement be implemented? is that here w ® * 

government, an administration, with the task limiting fee implementing 

the politi carp rovfs ions of the signed agreements. ^nd we have put forward 

A 

very concrete provi sions* /^* 

. — - — 

The first task of the provisional government is to implement 
the signed agreements, ^military provisions, ^the political provisions of the 
agreement, /hat is to say, the enforcement of the democratic liberties, isK 

The third task is the enforcement of national concord and then 
the task to review all laws that are contrary to the democratic liberties 



and to the spirit of national concord. 

The fourth task is to organize general elections, democratic 



t. 

v. 


f; 

i 

b. 
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and tree genera! elections, and to work out a constitutions* not to 
review the constitution as you propose. To draft the. constitution for the 

approbation of the. Constituent ^embly-d to serve as intermediary 

i • • *> I think without such an 

between the two existing administrations. I 

. .. _ n if : c irr possible to bring about lasting 
authoritative government then it i- u 

, t-iofinnal concord i ; i South Vietnam. Do you 
peace in South Vietnam and national co.ut . 

, . ~H-i pmen t of ths Vie‘.::am problem? Do you want 
want to have a peaceful settlement 

Hosv can we materialize national 

to preserve lasting peace inVietnam . 

concord and prevent these two different forces to resume conflict without 
a government with some authority with regard to these two administrations! 
HOW can this task be done! Moreover this government is a three-segment 
government; /t does not belong uniquely lo our side, it will direct all the 

existing administrations In the framework of implementing the provisions 

' nf _ c 0 inL comparison with our previous proposals, 

of the signed agreements. So in compa 

* t .• realistic proposal. ^And the style 

this is the final and the most pract.cal.re. 

tufthuev- . n f this government is through nennofi 

of work, the ratBa of operating of this g / « , . 

r implementation 

tl ^m, an d through unanimous decision, -aad I i 

, _ .i t of this government is assumed in turns./dnd 

by either side. The President of tms g 

, the structure of this administration from the central 
we have proposed the structure 

level up to the communal, the village level. 

you understand the situation of South Vietnam. You see it is a 
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war without definite battlefield. All the belligerent forces are in this 
lyflh bte ft> sbjw UrW l^y <*Vc tuj-rr HUUj(<j/ ?[ J 

situation from the district or the communeUo the hamlets. Without G 

A 

tteS 1 ' government to direct and to moderate these two parties, how can 

W*. • 

we achieve peace? How can implement ino agreements? If each 
side will do as it pleased as it likttf the Saigon Administration act in 
one way^, the PRG act in another way thru U cannot work. Who will serve 
as intermediary to implement the agreements, to controPthe implementation? 

Through our proposal wo show our desire for a lasting peace. 
Without such an organization then the war goes on^because there are two 
opposing forces. How can we settle the problem? So we propose this 
form of government. It is a very realistic and very special ^nd we have 

ft 

taken into account the actual situation of South Vietnam. Now the-fw opooa - 1 

( i « 

e h&dT proposed # three segmen^ equal in Y*J l±TZ 
One part is designated by the Saigony^dministration; the second part by 
the PRG; the third part is a neutralist by common agreement.^nd 

ff 

means by consultations and unanimous decision. 'So yourproposed Committee 

of National Reconciliation is not standable, does not stick to anything. 

Because you propose that this Committee for National Reconciliation will 

help in the implementation. .What is the concrete meaning of the word 

u 

n help implementing?" We propose to direct and to stimulate the implemen- 
<1 

tation^but through consultation and unanimous decision. Do you assume 
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C'- 

£ 

t- 

( 

J, 

H . 

P 


that we will account for the majority in this government and we will force 
them to implement something? So our proposal is realistic, $p> yt>ur 

9 

proposal is not realistic and does not meet the real situation. This is 

if 

why the reason why we say our proposal is tfeer final, ^nd wildxthiB proposal 
is not implemented then it is no other way th3n fighting again. 

(U- . 

Now for the naming of the on see the^nomination 

favti Ui-ty+r'pGoX'f'"'*'** > flit’s 1 *S UCCeH'hW' !r> !> '■•'*«./ .. , , 

,LE j- kp p^aa^ T1 . i '.-.zii nmi n tlri on 1c m the world . 

And this writing of the acceptance of this nomination does not mean a 
legal recognition of the government as when we are set to call the govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Vietnam. It docs not mean that we recognize 
legally this government. In 1962 we did not recognize and in 1962 it was 

the United States 

Dr. Kissinger: In 1962 we made an agreement with whom? 

Le Due Tho : You participated in the Geneva 

Conference and in the agreements as a result of the Conference it was 



written. 


\ 


Now in South Vietnam there are two organizations I told you 

A 


yesterday. One cfedlhe If you _adgp ±_ ymEta 

•ggtrthe name of jUa Mf then as a matter of course you drop 

CUrftr vhJ- . ' 

the PRG because in South Vietnam there are two ^organizations 
different character. ^Let me now speak of the third problem, ^third question, 
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Regarding the elections* I tok will 


never agree to Presidential elections because the Presidential system will 
lead to personal dictatorship^and this proposed Presidential election will 
be organized in the framework of the institution of the Saigon Administration. 
That is the reason why we px^^pose the elec": on to the /Constituent Xssembljr, 

r 

and the Xssembly will appoint various services of the state. The /\s sembly 
will form the government, will choose the head of the government, the 
President and the Vice President, So our views differ in this connection. 

Now the fourth question I will speak about is about the democratic 

liberties and national concord. We can say that for nearly 20 years the 
people of South Vietnam have been living under fcke* dictatorship and the 

yVflc fcul, 7&‘Vu . /f/| 

Di 


fascist regime irom •f&esrt Diem down to tho ’&•&&& 

6 / A 


right to 


live and democratic liberties have been ignored. A few days ago onlyv, 

I read in the press that not only we, but the American people, your key 

clips’ 

personn^ir in the United States are opposed to the dictatorship measures 

. 

of Nguyen Van Thieu. Therefore we would like to see that this provision 
should be worked out in details We define what means democratic liberties, 
that means freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of meeting, 
etc. As for you^you only write it in one sentence. You speak of 


m V* 

democratic liberties. 
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the resignation of Nguyen Van Thieu, I don't know why 
A 

you still regret Nguyen Van Thieu. 

Dr. Kissinger: Why we Htill what? 

J n4~ . r>. * pr wfcj w t Keg ret. 

Dr. Kissinger: Regret? 

Mr.Pkuoug-. ,, . 

IntOLrnrntrr' Stick to Nyuyen Van Itueu. 



necessary 


Special Adviser Le Du e Tho: because you yourself feel it 
rf^o'Tesign. Now you want to maintain him in power for a tow 


Now re; 


WM 

months more. Wh*t is the purpose? Frankly speaking, if we come to 
an agreement and if the ceasefire is enforced in South Vietnam, frankly 
speaking, if you'Sd^I-^uyen Van Thieu in power it is not beneficial 

to you. So these are my views regarding the political question. 

garding the military questions, v You propose a period 

for troop withdrawal of three months. You that this period is still 

something discussable. We don't know why up till now you do not propose 
a specific period for the troop Withdrawal, {?ut forward a period and we 
shall discuss. And we have been meeting for four or five times and this 
period is reduced only by one month by you. I don't think it will take 
three months to withdraw the military forces you have now in South Vietnam. 
Why do you prolong this period? Because if this period is prolonged then 

the prisoners remain in our country. 
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Now the second point I would like to raise is about the military 

technical personnel. We shall consider it and we shall define it in 
detail*, You see regarding the military aid to South Vietnam we have 
told you definitely that after the end of the war then both the United States 
should not give military aid to South Vietnam and we will not give aid 
to the PRG. So we have taken into account the real situation of South 

to e liable rapid settlement of the problem 


Vietnam 


so as 




As for you you s 

/ 


till maintain the provision regarding military aid in 


your proposal.^ We have taken into account your views not only regarding 
the question of military aid but we have done the same regarding the 
replacement of weapons in South Vietnam. Because so long as you 
maintain your military aid to the Saigon Administration you still want to 
be involved in the Vietnam affairs, tea y>u say that you want to end U. S. 

involvement but practically you have done differently. 

Now another question, ,Xhe question of Vietnamese armed 

forces in South Vietnam. We have proposed that this question should 
be' settled by the PRG and the Saigony&dministration. We have proposed 
that this question should be settled in a spirit of equality, in a spirit 
that meets the real situation after the war. But what you want means 
that N~rth Vietnamese troops should be withdrawn from South Vietnam. 

happen. V Now regarding the bombing of North Vietnam 


This 



never 


and the mining of the seaports. We maintain our proposal that after we 
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reach basic agreement the bombing and the mining of North Vietnam 
should be stopped. When we have reached basic agreement there is 

no reason that such action should continue. 

Regarding the question of ceasefire, /tfe shall study your 


document and we shall answer you later. 

Now regarding the healing of war wounds. In our view the 
shouldering 

United States xksidiieoKsc the responsibility of healing the war woun s 


is an 


obligation of the United States. It is not a grant; an assistance/ 

/ t i s a responsibility.^ cause you have been attacking our country for ovei 


10 years now 


known to the whole world. We are proud that our people 


stood up 


to fight against this aggression, But since so much destruction, 

have responsibility in healing it. I think that 


various 


so much damages, so you 
in our 10 points one sentence should be written down! The United States 

assumes the responsibility to heal the war wounds in the two rones. As 

to the documents between the two parties, we can adopt 

forms. As to the amount^we have proposed, what is your 

concrete views ? Last year you suggested the sum of $7. 5 billion U. S. 

dollars for South and North Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. What is your 

views? Our views is such. What is your views? Because you have 

mentioned, but ever since your military operations is prolonged. ^ 

QW Uys ftwvUty -b ) ue 7k* ,<N ^ 3 
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Dr. Kissinger: Could I get a translation of the Minister's 

interjections too? C Uvjht* r 3 

tMiT Hfelox 1 >^TaTr-Th^l-^ Ia^^^■g-h.s •^L^ 

Le Due Tho ; Ever since your military. . 
Dr. Kissinger; I have got enough with the Special Adviser 
without the Minister egging him on. 




<}!/> 


Jhv- ’flu* OH# *. 

T pf-r- Minister Xuan Thuy said (hat ever since you 

these activities have been continued and with more violence. 



Le Due Tho: The reason why I have expressed 


these views is that there are many questions we can take up for discussion 
and you are unwilling to do that. Onc '?** 6‘ 4 h i ) questions you promised that 

Q 

we shall discuss later. 1 The fourth, question is about international 

O’f'fc'Kj <L*tCU 

control and supervision. We propose four countries uj WF"5T ^We propose 


^countries. We have agreed to that. 

Dr. Kissinger: Not yet. I will study it with a positive attitude. 

Le Due Tho : Yes, you will study it. Bit 
our proposal is that the International Control and Supervision Commission 
will not forr-ftYifa regarding ^oint 4, the political question^and in 
regard to^oint 5 the Vietnam armed forces Jiecause doing this the 

International Commission for Control and Supervision would interfere in 

• * 

the internal affairs of Vietnam. 


•• . >: 


A.h. 






Y 

l 

i ‘ 

l 

i; 

f 

i 

i. 
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Now regarding the /International / Guarantee # if. R e garding the 
•International guarantees' we do i/psl- agree to the form of guarantees 

f » 


we had previously like the C/eneva Conference with the two co-chairmen. 

„A('-h'z,IU ; u(T 

We proposed an .International Conference of Guarantees. The 


to this International Conference of Guarantees -will be agreed upon through 

discussions. "But there should not be international guarantee regarding the 

ceasefire because the ceasefire comes under the task of the International 

/ 

Commission of Control and Supervision. And you still propose a military 
force from 7,000 to 12,000 troops for control and supervision. odg jggh^. . . 

p7'// 

We definitely never eg&A this. The Vietnamese people have suffered enough 

f- A A 

r n r~l "hr — ft i rr the presence of foreign troops and the occupation of foreign 
troops on their territory. We will never accept such a military force to 
occupy South Vietnam. Does it mean that United States troops and other 
foreign troops allied to the United States are withdrawn and are replaced by 
other foreign troops? sfextd'This kind of a proposal will lead inevitably to 
fighting again. 

Now question* regarding the three Indochinese countries, .'The 

4 

* 

questions exist between the Indochinese countries. In this connection I have 

h 

expressed my views yesterday. We have shown our good will and serious 


i-*.- * > ♦ \r, ■ • ' 





intent on this very question and this is a major question. Now the present 
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i" 
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\ 


situation prevails^not only in Vietnam but also in Laos and Cambodia^' 
over the whole region. The union of the revolutionary forces in these 
three countries are great enough. How the situation is in Laos and 
Cambodia is known to^ig*. As I told you the proposal I made to you 


yesterday shows our good will. That means that we intend,* we want^ 
to end the war not only in Vietnam but ai.= o Laos and Cambodia. So 

if you are reasonable fuck c j wtf-c A/ from our side, you should 

respond by a solution on other points. ''The v.-av you are doing I am airaul 

. . . .j .... 

that it will lead to contrary ma-H-tasss 1 

■Mv> 


settlemen^ef* your view^ that the situation is ipe now, that you want 

a rapid and quick settlement. This is the fact// Therefore we can say 

that the proposal I have handed you is a final proposal. We have made an 

» 

effort. This is aimed at rapidly ending the war. Now it depends on you. 

We have shown good will. We have made concessions to you But we will 

Q 

not concede in question I * * * 5 * of principle. Now I repeat the question; of principle 

on which no concession is possible! 

First regarding the political questions! One fundamental 

^ r 4 

principle is guarantee^fe^ our people* s national fundamental right^of which 

I have spoken at the beginning; that is the word n unity. 11 And the sentence 

l a,yjt } 'fk/f 

that we rightly proposed later^ regarding^the Vietnamese people is tfa* 

17th parallel is apb a military demarcation line and the 17th parallel is 
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only provisional and not a 


concrete task^concernmg 

military and political provisions 

Regarding the elections, 



political boundary. This is a principle recognized 


by the Geneva Agreements. 

Secondly, is regarding an administration with* power, with 

4 

the implementation of a signed agreement^ the • 


3 of the signed agreement. 

it should he elections to the^Conslituont 


Assembly and not elections of the fr.-sldo,,!. 

/ 

Regarding the democratic liberties, there should be a detailed 


definition, 


In the document we have Riven you it has been written down 


providing that the two sides- the PRC, and Saigon AdminUtratlonundertake/ 
to implement the signed agreement, the military and political provisions 

of the signed agreement. 



Dr. Kissinger: Is that point 3? 

Le Due Tho: It is the 4th point of the point 



dealing with the political questions. 

Dr. Kissinger: No, it doesn't matter. You ta«^v*n me 

principles which cannot be given up. Is that right? 

j Le Due Tho : This is the principled which 

there is no concession. The undertaking that would be made by the two 


\ 
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South Vietnamese parties in South Vietnam is written in the last point 

of the point dealing with military questionsj.,~Biat is the PRG and the 

Saigon Administration undertake to implement the signed agreement and 

all military and political questions. 4 (h). I recall this point to stress 

on the principle of undertaking that will be abided by the two parties. 

the 

Regar ding/military question^ the re an' two areas, First^ one 
regarding the military aid to South Vietn-.m, we stick to the formulation 


we 


have proposed. We definitely will not- accept United States military 


aid to South Vietnam. 


4 




Secondly, the question of withdrawal by North Vietnamese from 

Hi W » . 

South Vietnam should not be w ritt e n down . The reason why we propose that 

we have repeatedly pointed out to you. 

Third, regarding the healing of war wounds^the United States 

should have responsibility in this connection,and your concrete views 

etclui#* v(twr an/ 

should be expressed. As to the form of engagement we canagree with each 


other. 


Fourth, the question of international control. There should not 


be international control regarding "pSint 4 or point 5 because that would 

amount to international intervention in the affairs of Vietnam. 

A 

Five, regarding. . . 

Dr. Kissinger - . Hold on a second. Let me find it first. 
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Le Due Tho: Regarding international 


guarantees there should not be international guarantees for the ceasefire. 

Dr. Kissinger: Which is point what? 

Le Due Tho: Six, regarding the Indochina 



problem. We maintain the formulation we have used in ourTen points. 
Our stand regarding this question has beer, expounded to you. 

Dr. Kissinger: What point are we talking about? 


Adv» 

1 




Le Due Tho: International Guarantees^* Point 10. 


And on this point I have repeatedly expounded my views. Because you • 

raised the question of POWs, the question of international control, the 

question of international guarantees, the question of ceasefire for the 

— yow-v- h/«y is uit a cixpjrtbl-c . 

whole of Indochina,, ¥*> u i wy ir uo_ r= 

* 




stand,and we assure you that 


we will abide by this statement, amlThe Vietnam problem should be settled 
firstly: then comes Laos and Cambodia. This is the realistic way of doing 
it and this is the most rapid way of doing it. So we stick to the principle that 
we can't interfere in the internal affairs of Laos and Cambodia and settle 

Q Giri*^ . . i 

their internal affairs in their behalf." So we <«*■ the principles on 
which we cannot make concessions. Please understand us. You understand 
that our fighters have teen fighting on the battlefield without yielding an 


. Ad 




V 
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move an inch on question of principle. But in negotiations we have made 
concessions so as to insure a settlement. In reviewing our negotiations 
we have had five negotiating sessions. We have made great concessions 


in these sessions 




if *7/ — 

I recall to you; Regarding the resignation of Thieu, 

A 


we no longer demand the immediate resignation of Nguyen Van Thiet# , 
-Regarding the three-segment government, the present proposal t.hi* 

has been the third proposal on this question : have handed to you. So it 
is a great show of good will. It is the greatest question for us^and you 
know it is the most thorny of questions. What is your view on this 
question? You have not spoken. You have not given definite views on 


the Thieu resignation. You have the time gff one month. 

As to your Committee of National Reconciliation dealing with 

the elections, this proposal had been made one year ago. I recognize 
that now your proposal contains more details; ,Y^ou have spoken in more 
detail about the task of the Committee. I recognize that you have made 
some progress. But the progress we have made is greater than yours. 

You advance very slowly. 


Now military questions^ Regarding the period for $ troop 

withdrawal^ ^Jriginally we demanded that you should set a specific date 
for the troop withdrawal. Now we would like the troop withdrawal until 
after the ceasefire./nd since we have met we advance two periods and 

\ TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 



■*r i ' 


DECLASSIUjoul, 0 . 
^ Authorit y^- 0 , \7MK % ; 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


’ B y^NARA Pat tDW/inZ ;i — 

Tar SErcrtw-n — .5NSITIVE 
Trvrr.TTSTVKT.Y EYES ONLY 


41 


you only advance one period. 

Regarding Vfe military aid, We have taken into account your views 


when we proposed a4SS*^ on the replacement of weapons. We have 


j vi Ac; for you, you sticlc to tViG milit<iry 

put-forward reasonable proposals, /is xor y ^ > y 

aid to the Saigon Administration. 

_ w The question of reparations. Wo have dropped the word reparations. 
We adopted the language you adopt, the responsibility of healing the war 
wounds. We formulated the provision an your language. 

rooedure we can discuss it. A, Or 


— As 


you you 


don't advance any concrete views in this connection. ^Ne take it 


npj you avoid it* 

fourth question regarding Laos and Cambodia.* I have expressed 

my views on the question of prisoners in Laos and Cambodia^ the question 
of foreign troops in Laos and Cambodia. It is a show of good will from mf 
part.^Now in reviewing our last few meetings we have made much good 
will regarding the political question, the greatest one. It is our grea 

question/. You should realise that. There should be reciprocity. That 

means negotiations. We have given something, /on should give us some- 
thing as concessions.^ such a way we can agree. Though the political 
question o£ South Vietnam is the most Important question,, the way we 
solve it is proof of our great good will. 1 think that our proposals we have 


I * • r .'rt * * A k S ** < . . . 1 J *i 1 . * 1 ■ * *.■% 
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made more important, more imbued with good will and show we want q 

/f 

settlement of the problem. If you want also a settlement/ you should show 

good will and comprehension!^ such a way we can finally settle. Our 

proposal has some limit. We can't go beyond the limit we have set. 

That is to say we have a principle on which we can't make concessions 

in an way. If we continue to talk in such a way^ maybe 

the negotiations will drag on and m.-y load to no settlement at all. It 

will lead to an impasse. I think you should not think that you can make 

pressure on us in any way you like. You are mistaken if you think so. 

What we want is real peace and real independence, but not at any price. 

If we negotiate in such a way then I am afraid that we have no other way left 

than to continue the warJkl-don't mean the question of responsibility but 

we have been realisti^l^ meaFtHaT^you have not made any progress 

at all but what I fear is that you are too slow in making progress. It is 

/ something objective. It does not mean I am want 

J f s wciriYcafyr 

you to make too many concessions. tea* I told you repeatedly, only in sue 

a way can we find out a settlement. I do not want to speak of what wouM ^ 

happen if we don't come to a conclusion^ because we have no other way/to 

continue our fighting. This is very frankly speaking to you, straightforward, 

open-hearted speaking, so I invite you to make a careful study of our 

statements# 
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Ure? (? 

At the very last meeting^ made -tjsr proposal and this time we 
made another proposal, a new one. Everyone knows that this political 
question is the thorniest question among us, but we have opened a way 
for a solution to this question. It is very clear. If you don't realize 
that it is incorrect on your part. Only when you realize that point fefeat 


we can s 


ettle other points. BJSrWnen w > • • to a solution you will 

'gjggy'that we are reasonable people but wivn re'.iloment is reached 

you know also that we are determined people. It is also something clear* 

wh e re 

(Because we have arrived at one point/a settlement should be reached and 

we should settle the problem. So what l am telling you now is something 

frank, straight^* forward* "So in conclusion I would say that it is a time 

for a settlement, X settlement in spirit of mutual comprehension and 

reasonable way without coercion from either side. We don't make coercion 

on ^yau but you should not make coercion on us. We should find out the 
J in the 

best way to settle it and I think it is present because we shall 

' lb's 

have relations in the future for a long time, it is alljaa$aaifai*g-s I have 

v I 

today. I hnajZS that in the next three days of meetings we will make rapid 
progress. You should make a great effort. We will make effort too. 

Dr. Kissinger: I appreciate this very moving speech and the 
spirit in which it is' expressed. We should not deal with each other with 
pressure, with coercion or with threats, but in an attitude of mutual 

comprehension. 
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7^ ' 

One problem, Mr. Special Advisers and then I will ask for 
a brief break,A n d I would like to make a few observations^ just so that 


we can prepare each other for the next meeting^ yne problem seems 
to be this: You speak of changes you made — ^changes in your 3? segment 

fc 

government. That is a very difficult process and a very painfuL process^ 

^ ikWTiriffy . 

and I know it costs you a great deal when you do that^?ecause you hwwr. a ^ 

yorarr principle which you have proved tsr-r rr. .my years. On the other 

/ 

hand when we analyze our situation and compare each position, it looks 
to us from a different perspective as sometimes a rather slow process. 

On the other hand when we make certain changes in our position it is 

T 

often very painful for us^ •''HT takes a tremendous efforLaowl then when 
you look at it it looks like very little to you because you don ! t know what 


we went through, just as we don*t know what you went through to make 

$ 

your changes. "I say this in a spirit to advance mutual comprehension. 


\ 


You have important principle s^but you also must understand why it is very 
painful to us, very hard for us^to be asked in a signed document to give 
up people with whom we have been associated for many years. Whatever 

O* tw.%' 4 

you think^ ;, 4^ course I don ! t say this to draw any concrete conclusions, 

I just want to explain that it isn r t ill will on our part^and we don ! t think 

it is ill will on your part. I really believe you are sincere in wanting 

a rapid settlement. I really believe it r JTo^you know, if I wanted to blackmail 
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you I would say the opposite* 


>uc Tho: But do you make believe that you have 


the same desire? 


Dr* Kissinger: We are sincere too, but you have to grant us our 

good faith. We have to recognize it is a very tough problem^ with a long 

history, l5ut let us take a break and then lot o make a general concrete 

observation and a few questions for cla rikic-.i h. u and maybe a work program 

/ ^ 

for next time. But I can tell you now, what you have said will be studied 
with the greatest attention and will be studied very seriously. So if we 
could take a brief break and then.. . . 

Xuan Thuy; Let me add somethings before we breakyfor your 
consideration. There are points you have made, statemenPon these points 
previously, but now you don't write them in your prij.irrphp^ Y^cSn^f 
Dr. Kissinger: Like what? 


uan 


Luy: For instance the Committee you proposed 'fa 


Committee for National Reconciliation-- we have expressed our disagreement 
to it. We disagree to its name as well £.s to its task. What we want is 
a provisional government , of National Concord. This has been expressed 


by Mr.' Te'Duc Tho.^| Even for the Committee for National Reconciliation 
our discus sion^you mentioned about the three segmentfof this National 
Reconciliation Committee *about the two tasks of this Committee. *"fhe two 

y 
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tasks is to organize the elections and to review the constitution. Now 

* 

you have dropped these points^ r >K y<Jk v ft / • 

Now regarding the question of re pa ration) taking into account your 

♦ 

views we have dropped the word "reparation.*. " We wish to write this 


ll 


question into one sentence. Yesterday vuu said that what we can do is 

A 

to add one sentence in the agreement sayuv, that we recognize the need 

to rebuild Indochina or a sentence li':c this. Alter that we shall make 

private assurances to you that we ;'.hnU make, a great effort in doing so , 

</) 

l?ut today you don't write anythin}’ in your proposal. 'Yesterday you 

handed some documents. Today you have handed us three documents, nut 

A 

first consideration of these documents moke* it apparent that in detail we 
have a point of difference. Th<*t is the reason why Mr. Le Due Tho today 
has expounded his views to you in very explicit way where he addressed 
the principles. We stick to this and the way we can come to agreement 
I fully agree to the views of Mr. Le Due Tho. 

Dr. Kissinger: I was hoping the opposite would happen^but that is 
another disappointment^ 'J Ivj \ltp ft*/ £y c*u jU Amsfa* WtvUf \rejfy fa 

AW Ah&y W c wMivf ^ t 

v Xuan Thuy : You aretne-man W^W^but we have 

Dr. Kissinger: You should hear how my colleagues talk to me under 


your influence. 


(Laughter) 

« 

P^jb2=meet^ lfg jln. m. for a i ^e f-ne r rod-rlt-re^ conve n e 
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Dr. Kissinger : In Russia I always said they had a camera in the 

ceiling and photographed aLI the documents. In fact, I once told Foreign 

Minister Gromyko when our Vcrox machine broke down I asked him if 

/ 

I held the document to the ceiling i!’ h<’ would «:et me three copies. 

P v«“ V m have this machinery to.». 


Dr. Kissinger: Not in U 


* \ 

♦ I * * * 1 * * * 


Le D in. : i. b- :i'.or places. 

Dr. Kissinger: No wo are very badly equipped that way. 

S 

Le D ue Tlio: You have very many sophisticated 
« 

machines. 

JjO h. ire « 

-tiiri r iT.lr i r Xuan Thuy: Hut you have to wo r l-y • i. br rab.M ie tsttm< * 

— i n i i r^ .,, * - /V 

wy 

Vietnam is backward technically. 

A 

Dr. Kissinger: Let me make a few observations and ask a few 
questions. First one very fundamental question , t Iroen the Special Adviser 
says that his proposal is a final offer, does that mean that we have to come 
here on the 7th and sign your document and that if we don't there is no 

7 

agreement possible 1 ^’ are we coming here for a negotiation? 


AAmmx Le Due Tho : Only one question. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is a fundamental question. 

Le Due Tho : I have pointed out-btast the questions' 
of principle^ in this proposal. Regarding thda- questions of principled we will 


\ 
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not make any concessions. If^you disagree to these questions of principles, 


then the problem cannot bo solved. 


yc'u 


Dr. Kissinger: But what I want to under stand is that when we say 

we disagree do we have to accept exactly what is in this documentor is 


there room for discussion? 


e Due Tho : 


when it means fefea 

OS 

V5\it to the 1 manage 
A 


question# of principle this means that !.hv: ; •' -volost 

to formulate these principle can be mscu.-'s cd. But if the language 
is contrary to the principle^ then no settlement is possible. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well, let me review the principles you gave 

us to make sure that I have understood them so we can study them carefully. 
The first concerns the guarantee of fundamental national rights^ which you 
express in the word unity. Our attitude is that we have no difficulty 
affirming the unity of Vietnam but what we do not want to do is provide a 
justification for military actions by one part of Vietnam against 

if these negotiations should not come to an agreement. 

Lc Due Tho : Here Mr. Special Adviser is 

confusing the commitment on paper of the principle and the practical 

conditions. 



\ 


Dr. Kissinger: In what way? 



Le Due Tho: If one side intends to use military 


activities against the other^even this word is to P a P er there is 
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no significance at all„ hlit this word "unity" reflects our entire peoples'* 
aspiration for unity. Its thousands of years standing aspiration. More 
over, later we put down a provision saying that the way to reunify the 
country is through peaceful means and step by step restoration^through 


a S 


reement^ between the two sides. Then how can there be a use of 


military means by one side against the other side? I do not want to 
recall here the historical events of the w nr. !v.pl Lcit provisions have 
been laid down by the Geneva Agreement. ; } hut who has torn these agico- 


m 


ents, who has started the war in South Vietnam, I don't want to recall 


\ 


this. 


Dr. Kissinger: I understand your point. The second principle 


you mentioned was that the definition of the tasks of the Committee for 
National Reconciliation lackfi/concreteness. You also jssckk don't like 
the name. I just want the Minister to know that I pay close attention to 


what he says. 


/ 


/ 

Xuan Thuy: There is a difference between^atioral 


/ 


econciliation and national concord. 


Dr. Kissinger: That I have to confess is not clear to me.feet-So 


with respect to your second principle, what you feel is that the tasks of 

w 

this Committee, or whatever, have to be spelled out^ /That democratic 






liberties have to be more precisely defined and that the elections should 
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be for a donstituent AsserrbLy and not for a President. Did I understand 

3 /a bf S'u v-e 


that correctly. 


^want to sum up 


s 


I understood the Special 


Adviser. 




D ue Tlu>: Not quite right. WhatT*s=?wu 


want/J^ IS 4$ an administration with its concrete power, its concrete 

a 

tasks its concrete structural system-'? ;>?>iuts are principle !.*.> u* : 

y 

Dr. Kissinger: I undor^i uv! M\ t. 


,Le Due Tlud As to the election we stand mr 

• — *•- 


election tombs’ Assembly^ And tl»« Assembly, the^onstituent/Lsscmbly^ 
will form the government anil Work constitution and choose Uie 

President, Vice President or Vice Chairman or Chairman, as you call 
it. What is different from your proposal is that you stand for Presidential 

c 

elections and the elections will be organized under the constitution of the 
A/wihiSfa & y\ .. . As to the democratic liberties, what want is 

to write them in detail. What are these democratic liberties^ Y ou 
have writteru Freedom of the press, freedom of meetings^ personal freedoms 







i\. . 




5 . ■ 

»'r , 

j , 

i* ■ 
ft: 

Ir 

iv • 


\ 


and so on. 


Dr. Kissinger: On the military question/, your view is that military 


aid to Saigon must be stopped but you permit some replacements, but only on 
an agreed percentage to the PRG.^nd secondly that the withdrawal of North 
Vietnamese forces should never be raised. 
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,« v V‘*' t * ' * * .'V |* 


Special Adviser Le Dm: Tho : Wc have proposed that the United 

States should no longer give military aid to the Saigon Administration and 

we, the North Vietnam will no longer give aid to the PRG* T?ut replacement 

/ 

of weapons will be allowed on a principle o! • quality. 

Ei*, Kissinger: Dot"! ii- " mean v.*«* can replace weapons ■>. 


the South Vietnamese? 


Le Due Tim: 


\ / lu? W 

iiuMii:; UwL* we speak of **< nlaee- 




ment of weapons, ^They have now Amt Him;: weapons, .if they have i.n 
replace it they have to take American weapons. They can't take Go i man 
weapons/aswd American rifles <■ mn<>(, use Gorman bullets, B"ut this replace- 
ment would be carried out on the principle of equality at specific intervals. 

Dr, Kissinger: I understand that. Now let me understand the 


point about your forces in the South. Can they be supplied with weapons 

Le Due Tho: The armed forces of the PRG 

will no longer receive weapons from the DRV. We have put it in our 


? 



document. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, but how do you consider the forces in 
the South? Are they considered armed forces of the DRV or armed forces 

of the PRG? 

Le Due Tho : The replacement of weapons will be 

allowed by right by both the PRG and the Saigon the 
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principle of equa 
not reinforcement 


a l ity (fn c c Re pla cem ent 


but 


Dr. Kissinger: But how do you consider your forces in the 


South? 


Le Due Tho: 


Now I shall ..c-m* to this part. As I told you last 


c4~ 


,. ii ;T + • -"Ulion of South Vietnamese 

time, tit© previous meetings, vr&k 

regrouped to North Vietnam/ Vow '. :•*»«« N " i U ‘ 

Vietnamese youth go South as volunteer, >.3= organise themselves u*.« 


units. These units ar 


. e under the command and the leadership of the 

^ 1 A 

government. They are now liberation ^rnuu! 


provisional Evolutionary (government, 
forces of South Vietnam. There is no question of withdrawal of these 

troops to North Vietnam. If you *»— pose the question 

not only it does not conform to the real situation 


as you do, then £§r***^ 
of South Vietnam but moreover it implies that North Vietnam send tioop 

for m aggression agsinst South Vietnam. You yourself once said that you 

; put the question of withdrawal of N Q rth Vietnamese troops because 


cannot 


• • • 


it would be contrary morally, legally and politically 

Dr. Kissinger: No, I said you consider it. I didn't say 

I consider it. 

Le Due Tho: Last year you said this, fast year. 

j c _ • dnntVi Vietnam will be settled by 

question of Vietnamese armed forces m South Vietnam w 
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the South Vietnamese parties in a spirit of equality, of mutual respect and 

conforming to the postwar situation. I firmly believe that after the 

rrf 

restoration of peace, after the ^enforcement .pant ceasefire, afte=r two 

M.Y'tit V £v-* 

South Vietnam e-f&sL bounded by a real spirit of peace and want to preserve 
lasting peace, then this question can be solved easily. 

Dr. Kissinger: All rigid, •• next question of principle wan the 
healing of war wounds. I understand now. I don't have to ask a quo si. ion. 

or 

I understand your point. The next point concerns international control. 
You believe that |?oint 4 « that is the political point and Point 5, the 

if 

Vietnamese armed force s should not bo under international control at 


all. 


Le Due Tho: Right. 

Dr. Kissinger: I am just asking. I am not debating. Yet 


I thought I had found. . 


Le Due Tho : In 1954 and in 1962 when the question of international 

yea /iu /■ i/t aus* 



control and supervision were put forward they were not 

Put 9 _ ^ 

Dr. Kissinger: c-LL, » - n o , how- 

Ox ,UI 

ever, you say that the International ^Zlornrnission will supervise the free and 

7kt* . . 0 . 

general democratic elections in South Vietnam, mentioned in point 

Le Due Tho: Right. 
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Dr. Kissinger: Now how do you explain thisPif there can be ho 
PoiWl y Wh '$('*<’• r* GlK 

kh control for frr-nign I rwfc im control for the election. I just don't 

understand the point. 

Le Due Tho : What I mean is that the rc will be no international 
control and supervision for the whole provisions of point 4. 

Dr. Kissinger: Only the elect i 
Le Due Tho: Only the election;!. 

Dr. Kissinger: Now as to Into rnational. Guarantee^* you don't 
want any of the Indochina problem under international guarantees? 



e- 


f 


Le Due Tho: The principle we follow is this: Here it is the 
Conference on the Vietnam problem* Wo can speak of international 
guarantees for Vietna^but not for Laos and Cambodia^because it would 
involve the sovereignty of these countries. We can T t decide questions 
concerning these two countries on behalf of the Laotians and Cambodians. 

We don f t know whether they agree to have such international guarantees 
or not. Yesterday I told you that after the settlement of the Vietnam 
problem, after the settlement of the Laotian and Cambodian problem^! 
personally think that there may be an international conference for the 
guarantee^* of the problem of these countries. How can ysfft write in^document 
signed between you and us that there will be international guarantees for 
Laos and Cambodia? 
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Dr. Kissinger: Why not? 

Le Due Tho: Because this involves the sovereignty of these 

countries. We can't do in their pLace. We can't in the place of Laotians 

and Cambodians $/ lay down an international guarantee^ for their countries. 

Dr. Kissinger: J4e*ty° u told us that the problem of the 

prisoners in Laos and of the withdrawal of • '«r forces from Laos and 

W-i'.'ru wi'- A>ti*S IMW Livtii'j- ty CiO 

Cambodia could be handled by some under ' niulb-fy 
you envision this? 

Le Due Tho; I wanted to raise this principle 

of respect for the 1954 and 1962 Geneva Agreements on these countries. 


I wanted to raise the principle of respect for the independence, the sover- 



eignty and the territorial integrity of these countries, and m 
foreign troops withdraw! from these countries, all military activities 

\\jQ 

by foreign troops in this countries should be stopped, an^weapons W 

no fresh troops should be introduced in these countries. I sa^tiis that s 
that when the question of Laos and the question of Cambodia we 


means 


will give for the respect of this principle. I tell you this for 

your knowledge. When the question of Laos and Cambodia will be settled 

we shall give assurance of this. As to committing down this sentence 

can T t 

in the document We have here we KHHkkdo that because if this is to be 

done we have to discuss with our friends of Laos and Cambodia. 

« 
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* * 


*.\ / - 'v 


Dr. Kissinger: Let me understand this, I can see that you 

don*t want to prescribe a settlement for Laos and Cambodia/but you 

can you not 

certainly can dispose of your $ix forced Why ymixssamyixk sayfthat you ~ 

would withdraw your forces from Laos and Cambodia*' If yon would 

A 

do this^then the issue of a ceasefire for Laos and Cambodia would not 


arise. 


Le Due Tho: But you know Mu* throe Indochinese countries 

l *v-£. lihlL&/ s* 

h &d4GCtt»od together in the common struggle^io there is no possibility that 
we withdraw our forces without discussing with our friendly countries. 

But we firmly believe that when tho Vietnam problem is solved the Laos 
and the Cambodian problem will be solved too. You have not yet believed 

in our stand* the ref ore you have not correctly understood. In negotiating 

A 

with you w<&it I am telling you now^ is on behalf of my government^and 
I make this statement very seriously. It does not mean that now I make 
such a statement and in a few days time this would be wiped out. Because 
we shall have opportunity to meet /f not only the negotiations on Vietnam, 
but later on the negotiations on Laosfj^u:/ ^ - 


■ Ate* *-. 

Dr. Ki s sih~ger:' TMuch~ a s i adrnirj^ 


the Special Adviser, 


never again. I will send my younger brother next time. 

Le Due Tho: Even if it is your younger brother, he will represent 


the United States government and what I am telling you now we shall abide by it, 

/ 
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' ■> 
'j 




• i , 


\ 


Dr. Kissinger; All right. Now on the prisoners. You said 
you Cfjcs^i- give us your assurance that the prisoners of Laos can be 
returned. How is that going to happen? 


Le Due Tho: 



f t* 

we don’t write <1 own tltfr prisoner s throughout 


u 


Indochina^ because it again involves the s.wt- reignty of these countries. 

I remember last year when during our ;ion you yourself said that 

» 

our competence in this direction does not i <•< the CcynfyJ^'y^ of Laos 
and Cambodia. 

Dr. Kissinger: The Special Adviser has a magnificent memory for 

Jl 


these things that 



appen,1?ut I am talking about our prisoners. Wc 


will not settle unless our prisoners are returnecLso it is not an academic 
question nor a legal question. 

Le Due Tho: We shall take into acco unt your views and we shall 

work out arrangements with our friends. 

Dr. Kissinger: All right. A comment about your concessions. 

You said you no longer demand the resignation of Thieu before immediate 
settlement. You would settle for it after an agreement. Of course it is 
an interesting negotiating technique; When you r ea d o r . -rrarmw^H g impossible 

to the intolerable you call it a concession. 

Le Due Tho: In any case it is a concession when tfee' two demands are 

different. First we demand this and after we demand that. 
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Dr, Kissinger: I am learning a lot for future negotiations. 

I will demand something absolutely outrageous and then I will demand half 

«r 

of that and ask for reciprocity. 

G 

Le Due Tho: Only through this concession can we find tJtrfer. 

And last time you said precisely that on that point we have made/t C* tCsSSi'+Pt * 


Dr. Kissinger: Yes, but 

ce ert Y c ^ Cc^/fwfo/ 

o o e a 1 . « .■ ■■ . i ... i 1 \ a i * n * " c «.*. d c 


tho practical 


of resigning today P:u* - blent 


Thieu has to resign in four weeks. If \vc moot our schedule this will bo 


the result l understand it. J 

/ ' 

Le Due Tho: Such is our p-oposal. 

have reached our settlement. 

A 


7/tfcw 

will resign after we 


Dr. Kissinger: And that the overall settlement be reached by the end 


of October. 


*. T iTTUljiBrt'nn oilniing It is not a tremendous concession. 

Le Due Tho: It is not great but it is a concession^// Stfryu . 

A 

Dr. Kissinger; All right I will believe that. 

Le Due Tho: You yourself admitted that it was a concession 


last time. 


M 


Dr. Kissinger: fit one point the Special Adviser sheds x also said 

4 

that the government in Saigon and the PRG without ..a. change in personnel 

Wtol/ C $ 

s^jss^Unegotiate in the second forum.out now that concession has been 
very much compressed in time. 
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Le Due Tho; Let me ask you this question first. What are 

your views on the resignation of Njuycn Van Thieu? 

Dr. Kissinger: Wc have put our views in our proposal. 

Le Due Tho: Before the y<>u mean^ic will xesign 


9 by. - . 1 

: how man > i ■ e. ! s /,<■ / e>~t » 




before the election < But 

A 

Dr. Kissinger: I told mawe r we said. 

— I.. ' *■* ■» 

9 

Le Due Tho: You say Mi.h »i • discussed. 

Dr. Kissinger: Tim Un.d -bry* wi! ! be settled in the second lorun^ 

but we will recommend two month;;. 

Le Due Tho: A S' to tin- champ- of the composition of the present 

ft 

Saigon delegation, it is not important, if you can do that it would he good, 

oy CVY l / 

if inot no matter. It is a flexibility o£*mcrs indeed. 

1 ) fyviP ferte* 

Dr. Kissinger: You said that on ^withdrawal you have made 

two concessions and we have made only one. I could say we have given 

15 days. CUiykfc* 1 


owe us 


you 30 days and you have given us 15, so you 

tK 3 i^>^^ynrttii<l'“Le~D'u c Tho laugh. ) — 

^i^i^ Xuan Thuy: Previously you said a long period, and now 

you reduce it by one month. It is not enough. 

Le Due Tho: ^ou proposed three months but what date do you 
A ^ 



t 


propose now? 
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Dr. Kissinger: We will make a specific proposal next time. We 
will make a proposal next time on this. Wrrfeswk On the guarantee^ of 

(t fa *!>'**/ 

‘national rights we will study it very carefully and find some solution. On 

y A 

the healing of war wounds we will try to find some .formulation that is in 

Ufa 

•fe® line our discussion yesterday. Awl l will try to find some realistic 

A l /? // 

estimate of what is reasonable fesrc Cor., !••• r;l»t allocate to 

your other points we will study with <'>.t • • ■' > an d with the attitude 

that we want to bring about a final seltl'-nuuil rapidly. We will see whether 
W6 can be more specific about the tlonv^' ratio liberties and more fi*ocx 

sue ifk 


about the functions of the Commission for National Reconciliation , 
andrx^Of-d 4 specific about operation on a level other than .Saigon, so that 

A 'ffat jPvm/it*** i . 

it might operate in n ^ w i 1 h ■ ■ n . — • - So we will approach 




this with a very serious attitude and with the intention of meeting the 

deadline and keeping in mind what the Special Adviser told me privately about 

/ 

the importance of concentrating on fundamentals. By the same token^I hope 
you keep in mind some of the considerations we have expressec^both here 
and when we talked privately. This is a very difficult and a very sen ous 
problem for us. We seriously want to end it and to enclit rapidly.^nd if 
we do we could then concentrate on our long-term relations, X he independence 
and progress of Vietnam wouLd be one of our objectives.jo that is all I have 

4~<l 

to say today. ^No, another question: 2hx When you speak about tteefc. 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVE LY EYES ONLY 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


declassif 

^ Authority ^ . / 


By_ r^NARA Pat tpfi 





TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
reXOLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


64 



\ 


Government of National Concord you said it makes its decisiorfby con- 
sultation and unanimous decision. Did I understand that correctly? 


Le Due Tho: Right. 

Dr, Kissinger; By unanii 


imou.-' ■>; onfall three segments have 


to agree? 


Le Due Tho: tfhere must be 

' 4 


% n . « 


u . - % 


then it will be implementedfn the docuruer.t. •••• 


r.t by the three segments j 


banded to you it is there. 


Dr. Kissinger: Yes, but l wasn't sure I understood this. I 


understand now. 


W /- 


Le Due Tho: Let me a brief statement before we break. 

If really, as you said her/ today tfeat you wanted to end the war and rapidly, 

4 J 

I agree with you on that^nd in the same spirit we have put forward up to 


now many 


signs of good will. But if you want a settlement and rapid 


settlement and end to the war then you should adopt this same attitude. 

r 

As I assess the situation it is an objective assessment^and you should 
adopt this attitude if the war is to be ended /nd if we want a rapid settle- 
ment we should adopt a suitable method of negotiating^ ,/e should look into 
the face of the real situation. We should frankly, candidly, expound our 
concrete proposals. There should not be strategems or tricks that cope 
with each other and to deal with minor points it is not a way of negotiating. 

r| 

So thll4i£fproblem that is facing us ; j/Ve have to look intomajor problems 
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Vt-Jc/vc 

When the major problem is settled the minor one s will ih - mki themselves 
And if you do want a settlement, you will find a way to settle. And you 
will assess yourself that your proposal is reasonable enough. You know 




what proposaljof ours are reasonable. Wo '.. ill know which of your proposals 

are reasonable. We can't deceive each other. We can't fool each ollu- r.^nd 

in such a way we shall know w h- e > « .»— ■ m 1 n -on ground on lh.il point. 

Otherwise no settlement is possible. is,,.* V /.iy of conducting no got i alien 

has its importance.'' So I am look in Mrw.ml to our next meeting. You 

will come here with an attitude conform inn l" your statement about good 

will, desire for a rapid settlement, a positive and constructive attitude. 

< 17 , . 1 _ yepi. 

°^Each time you come here with a small progress. If we review our last 


two days of work the progress is very small. (Lt tfhl 

/ * 




1 A 


the schedule of 


negotiations, the fixation of the date of meeting again, the agreement on 
the way to sign the agreement, the conclusion of agreements. But re- 
garding the content of the solutionnot much has been done. If a quick 


settlement is to be achieved we should be ’ forthcoming. 


S'hr/uylc) firw* 


ca^{ yok 

You know that we have good will and desire for a settlemenL^hfiase-w® should 
make an effort, /In accordance with the schedule we have agreed to. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well Let me make a few observations here, 


Mr. Special Adviser. I absolutely 


H i iLpw - the proposition that your side 
Hi* 


rci*or 

has a monopoly of good wilL. I absolutely n&we a procedure whereby meetings 


f. 


t; 

f 

V" 

l 


r ■ 
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between as 3 .i*g conducted 3 s if we we ig students taking 3n e 2 c 3 .min 3 .t 10 n 

cuv- H fwrycSffc* 

understanding That way there is 

/< 

absolutely no possibility of progress. We have made a serious effort^ 
which has been too slow by your standards. I 'von’t score debating points/ 
I think you have made a serious effort. •! 1 1 -n't been enough yet on*' 


either side.J^o we must both make a ser 


in the interim. Nu/ ( 


we don’t have a businesslike approach 1 ■* m satiations in these meetings. 

. 

There is no businesslike approach, cause we spend more time arguing 

C /'u (. V 

about agenda? and timetables then about points. 

Now I recognize that you consider point 4 the essential point* 

But you have said 100 times that if wo don't make progress on one point wo 

cpi iteut/y 

should go on to another point. Instead of G\~Cj ■- - over anc * over n . g n rm 


which clearly cannot be settled at one meeting, we could have {fnffe/ 
some^of the points on which we have agreed # *^hat would have been 


progress 


, not dicrs/y*. ) but progress. We will have to do it sometime 


anyway. 



There are several points on which we are very close to agreement. 

« 

If we spen^-two hours putting them into final form then we would have concrete 
pro g res s .^N ow I recognize that everything is an integral whole^ I have 
understood this^and that no point is accepted until all points are accepted. 

I agree fee* that^ut it is driving it to ab *. — / 



to say no point 
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can be accepted or discussed until one point is accepted, zfvery other 
A 

<4, 

negotiation^ that I have seen, one would begin to draft those things on 
which one has agreed and then narrow it on those one has not agreed. 
The Special Adviser has expressed some- disappointment. I am also 
disanD ointed. tori agi gfck a t we haven't .my documents. We have 


disapp oi 


„ it would sa\«* 


only exchanged papers. If we had only V would sa\«* 

# ^ 

time later on. So I would suggest thot , , meet next timeout only 

do we try to narrow our differences and eliminate our differences on those 

points on which we are not yet agreed, bw \ attempt to put into language those 

/ 

points on which we are agreed. 

Le Due Tho : I. want to express nr, views. I have made some 

Kjeof 

observationfcfifewt it is my right./^nd it is your right to -L'e&uae my observation^ 
You are the professor, therefore you have very frequently the impression 


that ^15/5^ 

observations -e=eiy st 


teaching the pupil. It is not so here^because I make 


observations -eaaiy statement^ and you can make observations on my state- 

assess/ . ** * h*j*j 

ments,/|nd consequently I have i &r d our last two meetings^and I 

feel I am just, I am right and my remarked observations are right. because 

if we continue this method of negotiation I am afraid that we can t achieve 

our goal of rapidly ending the war. Therefore I suggest that in the next 

three days of negotiation we should concentrate on problems on which there 

j^yfiv^tA uS y 

is great difference so to narrow the differences and so we can settle the 

A 
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problem. ^So the next three days of meetings will be decisive^hether 


a settlement is possible or not .because there is not much time left. 
If we can't decide then we^can say that we can never decide. 


Dr. Kissinger: Never is a 1 mig time. 

Le Due Tho; B e cans o 1 i i a g r o (5 $ 


. I low is 


settlement possible? Naturally in there must be mutw.il 

comprehension to find out a mutually m • ^wtnhlo and reasonable t?i*U lament. 
So for the next meetings I would prop.-vw I hut these are the problems on 
which great differences still remain and we shall resolve it in substance -- 
the essential problems. As t»» the questions on which we are approaching 
agreement^ thejfy we can discuss the language, the formulation. For the 

concrete provisions we can su,o the way of formulation just as you proposed: 

/ . 

^he formulation, the language, the documents, 'Out first we should con- 

4 * 

Jjfft/HU- 

centrate on the essential tbJawys. 


] Dr. Kissinger: Well, I agree we should concentrate on the essen- 

tials^ and we shall approach with the attitude of making a settlement and 
making constructive progress^and I hope you shall approach it with the 
same attitude toward progress. 

Le Due Tho: We shall maintain the attitude we have been adopting 

Scb/jih 

the last few days. You should Ig&pe the same attitude^ a ^ ^ Ml »m i airL The 
J)V7W*fr>l 

r frmTQ_nr^«ifcWtirrg-hrh"rcri us is we are both expressing the same, desire, the 
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same statement but practically there is ^difference. 


Xuan Thuy: In the. documents you have given us 


yesterday and todav, there still remain many differences. 


OVi 


Le Due Tho: And the political problems we are all the more 
a 

far apart. We should narrow these differences. For an objective asses 
ment you should say that for one or two n-.:v.r points we have made 


progress but not great progress. 


Dr. Kissinger; Well, there is no point in continuing the 
debate on the subject,T?e cause we will be judged by the results and not 
by discussing each others motives. 


Le Due Tho: 




A 

meeting adjourn e 
A 



\ 
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Suporvt 


sion and Enforcement: Each side reserves the right to defend 


itself against unilateral ceasefire violations by the other side, simultaneously 


.-ting such violations to the International Commission of Control and 


repor 


Supervision. 


The International Commission of Cor.tr '1 and Supervision will monitor 
compliance with the terms of the cea»e::re r investigate alleged % mlaUons, 


which will be reported to the Commissi •: 
whether defensive action is taken or n 


•: parties in every instance 


The International Commission of Coni .md Supervision will station 

small detachments of forces responsible to it at designated locations to 

identify units of parties to the overall agreement, ensure they stay within 

their designated areas and monitor the flow of supplies and reinforcements. 

Roving detachments will also be available for these purposes. 

of the belligerents will be reintroduced, to establish 


Joint commissions 


liaison between the belligerents, to help investigate incidents and to reduce 


their likelihood. 


' Terrorism and Reprisals: Terrorism and reprisals by both sides will 


be banned. 


Identity of Civilian and Military Personnel : For purposes of supervision, 
all civilian cadre and military personnel of both sides will wear uniforms, 
insignia or other visible identification which clearly identify their affiliation, 




function or unit. 



.cd AdminLtr.tiom Ponding implementation of tho 
polWcU provUlon. of the overall agronmont. neither oldo will »«ek to 
extend l to area of control. Civilian cadre. including police, wUl bo 
allowed to perform their normal .dmlnUtralive Sutloo and maintain public 
order without interference or hindrance in a spirit of mutual respect, 
national reconciliation and mutual non-elirmurstlott. 

Civilian Population: Pending agr*om*nt «on^ South Viet a ''" < “ 3 ® 
partiee on the modalities for iropieuwntAtlon of the principle of freedom 
of residence and movement, the civil- m populations will continue to work 

and reside In the areas where they ave located at the time of a ceasefire, 

» 

Within this framework, roads and liu « of comma;- :aiioa will bo open for 

% 

normal civilian activities. 

Ceasefire Negotiations: The details of these and any other principles 
which may be agreed in respect to a ceasefire will be negotiated at tfce 

n at the Paris Conference on Vietnam at Avenue Kleber. The parties 

refer certain technical matters for negotiation between 


forum 


may also agree to 


their respective military commands. 
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III to r n at i o n.-vl Commission of Contro l and Suporvistt’]? . 


Member .ship : The International Commission of Control and Supervision 
will be composed of representatives of 5 countries. The United States 
proposes that the membership consist of Canada, Poland, Indonesia, 
Australia and one country to be designated by the DRV side. Membership 

ill be subject to m sulfations with the parties con- 


• * 


in the Commission w 


ce 


rned a.nd confirnicition in the Klebei 


.* ; i 


Responsibility: The Commission v.-ii- ; - •• -;>* -ns ible to the guar. ."tor 

nations through the Co-chairmen, 

Chairmanship: Chairmanship of the Commission will rotate on nn 

annual basis. 

I nternational Control and Snp.r rvis»)ry_Tm^e: There will be an 
International Control and Supervisory Three, under a single commander who 


will be responsible to the Commission. 

The membership of this force will be decided by the Commission from 

a list of countries acceptable to the parties to the Pans Conference. 

Size* and Organization of the Control and Supervisory Forcej. The 
overall size of the Control and Supervisory Force will be between seven 
and twelve thousand men. It will consist of a headquarters, five regional 
comrqands (one each in North and South Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and 
the Demilitarized Zone) and a logistics support command. There may also 


*v 



be sub- regional commands. 



‘*r- 


Reproduced at the National Archives'; 


DECtASSiF 

i Authority 


‘ By r&NARA 









Tr„„nf1om of Movement: The Commission and its Control and Supervisory 


Force shall have freedom of movement throughout Indochina. 

Functions: The Commission, assisted by the Control and Supervisory 
Force, will control and supervise the withdrawal of United States forces 
and those of other foreign countries allied with the Government of the 
Republic of Vietnam, the release of :r.iii;.iry men and innocent civilians 
captured throughout Indochina, the in.;:h ".‘.ation of the principle tout ail 

d forces of the countries of Ind.-c/m. . .. ..-t remain within their national 


arme 


frontiers, the implementation of an I:;d v ;hr:,.-wide ceasefire, the* s elution 


•mod U;rces in South Vietnam and supervision 


of the question of Vietnamese armed 
of whatever electoral provisions in respect '.<> South Vietnam may be finally 

agreed between the parties. 

The International Committee of the Rod Cross will also participate 

in the control and supervision of prisoner of war releases. 

Negotiations: Details of the membership, responsibilities, composition, 
functions, and costs of the Commission and the Control and Supervisory 

4 

Force will be negotiated at the Kleber forum. 





IE. 


!• 

»« 
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International Guarantees 




\ 


Membership: Nations participating in the international guarantee will 
be: Laos, Cambodia, the Soviet Union, the People' s Republic of China, 
France, Great Britain, Japan, Thailand, the live countries of the Inter- 

* ..t 

national Commission of Control and Snpervi: inn, the Secretary General . 
of the UN, and the parties to the I’.. ,ir C, niorenne on Vietnam. Selections 

will be made after consultation will. .In- cUvo members and r.ihject 

to confirmation at the Kleber for Gil. : -linns may be invited to 

participate in the guarantees an arr. ci bdiv,:, n the belligerents. 

trm-m of Guarantee: The parlies enumerated above will convene a 

They will sign an .t|*, r<wMvu:nt guaranteeing the subjects > mum, i 


conference 


ated below and containing prov 


guarantees 


slims for strict implementation of these 


Subjects to be Guaranteed : There will be international guarantee for 
the respect of the ceasefire, of tho Indochinese people's fundamental national 
, for the status of Indochina and fo r the preservation of lasting peace 


rights 


in the region. 

• t 

Organization of the Guarantor Nations^ Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union will be asked to serve as co-chairman of the guarantor nations. The 
guarantor nations will meet at the request of either co-chairman and 


according to any other procedure ag 
« 

be a permanent secretariat* 


?reed between the parties. There will 
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Responsibilities; The guarantor power's will have the following 
responsibilities: 

(a) To verify compliance with the terms of the guarantees and resolve 
disputes between the parties in respect to their implementation. 

(b) To receive reports from the Internr.tknal Control and Supervisory 

,i ’ , j.u r * ^ _i, i.r .> i*tle an v unr e s olve d ctiiferonccs 
Commission, through the Co-chairme... ... ate any 

w hich may arise from the work of that : . , 5 ;on. 


p.. r nn»ihiUtv of the Parties to dntcrcnco on 

Details o£ the guarantee arrangements v.ilt ne discussed and resoltit 


the Paris Conference on 


Vietnam. Thu parties to the talks will decide, 


among 


other things, on the time for convening the guarantor conference. 


V . t 
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U. S. Proposal 


1 The U. S. undertakes to respect the independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity of Vietnam, as recognized by the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Vietnam*. 


(a) The U, S. will place no obstacle in 1.'. way of reunification and 

undertakes to respect such unity it ■ • "'•a achieved according (n 

the provisions of this agreement. 

* 

(b) Once an overall agreement hm. ■**-. * m;; mmeuted, the. U, docs 
not intend to continue its military mv-fN ••;:;* hi m Vietnam or to interfere 

in the internal affairs of Vietnam. 

i 

(c) As part of the overall the United States undertakes 

to refrain from engaging in act:; ot torco throughout Indochina including 
ground, air, and naval forces, no matter whoz*o they may be based. 

(d) As part of the overall agreement the U.S. undertakes to assist 
the DRV in the complete and immediate removal of the mines laid in the 
territorial waters and river. 1 ; of North Vietnam. 

2. The total withdrawal from South Vietnam of all troops, military 
advisers and military personnel including technical military personnel, 

« 

armaments and war material of the United States and those of the other 
foreign countries allied with the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
and the dismantlement of all U. S. military bases in South Vietnam, will 


-was 


.it, 


j/ 



i 

r. 

» - 

?■' 

.* i • 

I,-' 

) : 

py. 


v> 

t 
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be completed within 3 months after the signing of the overall agreement. 

After overall agreement is reached, the U. S, is prepared to define 
its level of military aid with any government that exists in South Vietnam 

in direct relation to other external military aid introduced into Indochina. 

» £ 

i 

3. The release of all military rmm -uwl f ::r.ccr:u civilians captured during 

the Vietnam war throughout Indoc.hm.' i:\clw American servicemoii 

♦ 

captured in North Vietnam will be i ^ <; ii.Uillaneously with and 

completed on the same day as tlio «.a\, i .a-. .p withdrawal. The parties 
will exchange complete lists of the iailiUu.\ nn-n and innocent civilians 
captured during the Vietnam war limit. ;lnmt Indochina on the day of thn 

ft 

signing of the overall agreement, 

4. The South Vietnamese peoples right to self-determination, free from 
any outside interference, will ho' respected. 



if 


(a) The South Vietnamese people will decide the political future of 
South Vietnam through genuinely free and democratic Presidential 
elections, review of the Constitution, and any other political processes 
they agree upon which will reflect the aspirations and will for peace, 
independence, democracy and national reconciliation of the entire people. 
Electoral procedures will guarantee freedom and equality during 

the campaign and balloting for all citizens, irrespective of their political 

* * 

tendencies or place of residence. 
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Essential Elements of a General CqaBe.fi re 


The Fifl htlng: The armed forcos of the contending parties throughout 
Indochina will atop all offensive activities against each other at a specified 


time. 


to as 


Removal o l Mines: A. part of a caaaef.t.-. Halted States undertakes 
ssist the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in the complete and immediate 


removal of mines laid in the porta, harbors a -.'..I waterways of North Vietnam. 

Location of Forces: Ths forces »f Cne ;., r aas wiU be required to t-main 
in-place as of the date of the ceasefire ecaing implementation of the with- 
drawal provisions and principles of the ovr . all agreement. They will be 
limited to defensive patrolling within a r -.utvudly agreed radius of operation. 

Regional and Local Forces ; Regional and local forces of each side will 
be considered as part of the armed force?) of the respective parties i or the 

purpose of fixing their location during a ceasofire. 

Supplies and Reinforcement: As part of the ceasefire, there will be no 

further infiltration of outside forces into any of the countries of Indochina, 
and the introduction into Indochina of reinforcements in the form of arms, 
munitions and other war material will bo prohibited. It is understood, 
however, that war material, arms and munitions which have been destroyed, 
damaged, worn out or used up after the cessation of hostilities may be replaced 
on tho basis of piece -for -piece of the same type and with similar characteristics. 


and the 


n.. v.7 

foi.&ay 


I 
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A Presidential election will be held within five months of an 
overall agreement. 

The Presidential election will be organized and supervised by a 
Committee of National Reconciliation which will assume its responsi- 
bilities on tlie date of overall agreement. Tin;: body will decide electoral 
procedures, determine the qualification of candidates, ensure the fair- 
ness of voting and verify the election rcvvdt.: . 


•r- 

1 1 - 
• V‘. 


The composition of the Committee v. ill 


follows: 


-- Representatives of the Republic of Vietnam to be designated by 
the Government of the Republic of Vietnam; 

-- Representatives of the NLF to be designated by the NLF; 

-- Representatives of other political and religious tendencies in 
South Vietnam designated by mutual agreement between the Government 
of the Republic of Vietnam and die NLF. 

___ i 

/Jh addition to its electoral responsibilities, the Committee of National 
Reconciliation will be charged with helping resolve differences which may 
arise between the South Vietnamese parties in the implementation of the 
provisions of this agreement and carry out any other conciliatory functions 
which may be agreed between the South Vietnamese parties. / 

There will be international supervision of this election. 

* 

(b) Before the Presidential election, the incumbent President and 

Vice President of South Vietnam will resign. The Chairman of the 
\ Senate will assume the responsibilities of a caretaker head of government 










*1 <4 ■ - 




Reprodub 
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except for those responsibilities pertaining to the Presidential elections, 
which will remain with the Committee of National Reconciliation, 

(c) When he assumes office, the new President will form a new 
government in which all political forces will be represented in proportion 
to the number of popular votes they received in the Presidential election, 

/ (d) At a time mutually agreed, the -:.' v. ill be new elections for the 

4 

National Assembly in which all political t'< • r - ; will be free to participate. 

These elections will also be organized and • v\ -...-d by the Committee <>t 

♦ 

National Reconciliation^/ 

« 

(e) After the Presidential election, the Constitution will be reviewed 
for its consistency with the conditions of peace, with a view to restoring 

4 

a spirit of national reconciliation throughout the country. 

% 

(f) The right of all political forces to participate freely and peace- 
fully in every aspect of the political process will be guaranteed on the 

basis of mutual respect and non- elimination. In addition to the Presidential 

« 

election all political forces will be eligible for appointment or election 
to positions in various branches of government. 

(g) In keeping with the provisions of Article 14 (C) of the 1954 Geneva 
Accords, the Vietnamese parties will undertake to refrain from any reprisals 
or discrimination against persons or organizations on account of their 
activities during the hostilities curd to guarantee democratic liberties such 


as freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom 

4 

of belief and freedom of movement. * 
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(h) The United States declares that it respects the South Vietnamese 
right to self-determination; it will remain completely neutral with 

t 

♦ 

respect to the political process in South Vietnam; and it will abide by 
the outcome of any political process shaped by.. flic South Vietnamese 
people themselves. The United Stales not committed to any political 
orientation or personalities in Soulu V min.* ; nor docs it seek to irnmvns 
a pro-American government in Saig<‘i>. 

5. The question of Vietnamese am' d I\>:\ in South Vietnam will he 

* 

settled by the Vietnamese parties: ih.-msclvon in a spirit of national 
reconciliation, equality, and mutual respect, without foreign interference 
and with a view to lessening the I.-ixI-mu; of the. people. 

6. The reunification of Vietnam will be achieved step by step, through 

' 

peaceful means on the basis of discussions and agreements between North 
and South Vietnam, without coercion or annexation from either side and 
without foreign interference. The time for reunification will be agreed 

4 

upon by North and South Vietnam. 

Pending reunification. North and South Vietnam will promptly start 
negotiations toward the reestablishment of normal relations in various 
fields on the basis of mutual respect. 

In keeping with the provisions of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on 
Vietnam while Vietnam is still temporarily divided, North and South 
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YU'! warn will refrain from joining any military alliance with foreign 
_ \ i. « c - 111(1 from allowing foreign countries to mam tain military bases, 

^ V \ * i l vi b | tvAl 

t 

tvooos and military personnel on their respective territories. 

7. * The United States acknowledges the provisions of the Final Declara- 

tion of the Geneva Conference of 1954 in regard to respect for the 
sovereignty, the independence, the unity :cr.l territorial integrity uf 
tine Indochinese states .J The Geneva Agrear--. 1954 on Indochina and 

these of 1962 on Laos will be respected by ail parties. The people of 
each Indochinese country will settle their cv. n internal affairs, without 


foreign interference. 


The problems existing between the I; iochinese countries will be 
settled by the Indochinese parties on the basis of respect for each other's 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-interference in 
each other's internal affairs. Among the problems that will be settled is 


* 

u« 


he implementation of the principle that all armed forces of the countries 


of Indochina must remain within their national frontiers. 

8. The countries of Indochina shall pursue a foreign policy of peace and 
independence. They will observe the military provisions of . the Geneva 
Agreements of 1954 and 1962, establish relations with all countries regard- 
lesy of their political and social regimes, maintain economic and cultural 
relations with all countries, and participate in programs of regional 


economic cooperation. 

\ 
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TJio International Control and Supervision Commission will bo 


sible to the international guarantor countries referred to in 


x*c s pons 


section (b) below 


ceas 


(b) There will be an international guarantee for the respect of the 
0 fire, of the Indochinese people's .u“u:i'r.\ utal national rights, for 
the status of Indochina and for the prose. rv -v. 01 lasting peace in ih.o 

region. The countries participating in t;u. clonal guarantee :u;d 

the form of guarantee will be agreed up-.>n ny oclligerent parties* 


t; 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: 


DATE & TIME: 


Le Due Tho, Special Adviser to the DRV Delegation 
to the Paris Peace Talks 
Xuan Thuy, Minister, Chief DRV Delegate to the 
Paris Peace Talks 

Phan Hien, Adviser to the DRV Delegation 
Nguyen Dinh Phuong, Interpreter 
Mr. Thai, Notetnker 
Second Notetaker 

Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 
John D. Negroponte, NSC Staff 
David A. Engel, NSC Staff - Interpreter 
Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff »• 

Irene G. Derus, Notetaker 

Wednesday, September 27, 1972 
10:03 a.m. - 3:38 p.m. 


PLACE: Country Villa 

108, Avenue du General Leclerc 
Gif sur Yvette 
91-Essonne, France 

Le Due Tho; Before we begin our talks I would like to raise one question. 
I have just received the information that at present the Nguyen Van Thieu 
administration is killing our military and political cadres in jail. I would 
like to request you to use your influence so that the Nguyen Van Thieu 
administration stop these cruel actions. Because these actions are 
detrimental to your side later. I would like to raise this question. 


Dr, Kissinger: Are you finished? Mr. Special Adviser,' I am not familiar 
with these charges. If prisoners are being killed, it is totally against United 
States policy. I will look into it as soon as I return to Washington. If it 
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is taking place, which I do not know, we will use all our influence to stop 
it. You and we are now making a serious effort to end the war, and we will 
oppose anything that is against the spirit of what we are trying to do. But 

I must look into it. 

Le Due Tho: From our experience %ve know that when we are approaching 
a settlement our enemies try always to kill our cadres and leaders. There- 
fore I would like to draw your attention on this question. 


Yesterday before we left I handed to you a document. This is a serious 
and final proposal of ours, for your consideration before we resume discussion 
today, so that you can combine our document with your own views. So today 
please let us know your views. 


Kissinger: Before we do this, could I spend a few minutes simply on a 
procedural point? It won't take long. So that we can make a schedule. 
There is no need for my assistants outside to wait here. We will now work 

straight through? 


Le Due Tho: Yes. 

Dr. Kissinger: So we will let them go and we will ask them to come back 
about 2:00. They don't have to wait here. Is that all right? 


Le Due Tho: Right. 

Dr . Kissinger: As we are approaching a settlement we are in the position 
where on the battlefield we are enemies but in this room we are partners. 

We have the same objective. So we must be candid with each other, discuss 
our obstacles frankly, and see what we can do to remove them. So if we 
fail it won't be for lack of effort. 

Now let me tell you what our schedule is. I will send my Deputy, General 
Haig, to Saigon. He will leave Friday night, Washington time. He will stay 
in Saigon Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. He will come back to Washington 
Wednesday morning. Then I would like . . . and I will send Mr. Negroponte 
with him. I will then need a day and a half to discuss his results, the 
results he brings back, with the President and with other associates. I 
will then leave Washington Friday morning to come back here. And I 
propose therefore that we meet here the 7th, 8th, and 9th. The reason 
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I give you so much detail is so you understand this is not a delay but it is 
necessary in order to be able to work quickly. 

And I ask the Special Adviser to remember what I said to him yesterday: 
that the election now has a funny impact, in the sense that public quarrels 
with our allies ai*e worse than public quarr<. is with you. So it is in oui 
common interest that we proceed this way. I am being very frank with 
you. Because now that I am convinced that we both want a settlement, we 
have to work in a cooperative spirit. That is certainly our attitude. 

Secondly, I have thought about the other procedural point over night. It 
has to do with what we will do when we have agreed on our ten points, or 
whatever number of points we finally have. My view is, as I told you 
yesterday, that at some point after those are elaborated we must activate 
both Avenue Kleber and the second forum, the one between the GVN and 
the PRG. But for those two forums to work efficiently and quickly, there 
must be some public commitment of the direction in which they should go. 

And therefore I would like to propose for your consideration that if we 
should agree on ten points, we should announce them, because this will 
bring some pressure on both of our allies to move fast and it will make it 
clear what we will support and what we will not support. 

If we agree on the ten points. 'And we can do it either from here, or if I 
should take that trip to Hanoi, we could do it from Hanoi or right after I 
have been in Hanoi. If you are concerned that this will help us during the 
election, we can delay and announce it after the election. To us the main 
concern now is not the election but to finish the negotiations. This is for 
you to decide. We are prepared to do it before, but it is also possible to 
do it right after, and then work very quickly in the other forums right 
after the election. But it is for you to decide. We are prepared to work 
on the schedule we established yesterday. It is just, if you are worried 
about the election, we could agree on everything in the ten points here or m 
Hanoi and then announce I was there but not publish anything until afterwar s. 

It is up to you. We will work on either schedule. But of course we have 

to agree first. 

I don't know whether the Special Adviser has any comments on this. 

Le Due Tho: Now let me speak about your proposal. First aboutthe schedule. 
We agree with your proposal to meet again here on October 7th, 8th and 9th. 
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Sscondlv as I told you yesterday, the Presidential election in the United 
States is'your affair, your internal affair. As to these negotiations, they 
are aimed at finding a solution, a rapid solution acceptable to both sides. 
So this is our objective then. If so is your airm, we should find out a 
solution that is acceptable to the two sides. You are haunted by the idea 
about the elections. You often refer to it. Yesterday I told you we should 
let this question aside. Yesterday I told you, and we agreed, that the time 
now is ripe for a solution, and we shouLd find out rapidly a solution to end 

the war. 



As to the schedule, we agreed to it yesterday. 

Now the only thing left is after we reach agreement on the ten points, the 
announcement of this document either will be announced here or in Hanoi. 
As to the announcement of this document, I told you yesterday that I will 
give you the answer when we meet again on October 7th. . Because it is 
related to your trip to Hanoi. Because if you go to Hanoi, then it may be 
announced in Hanoi. If you don't go to Hanoi, then it may be announced 
here. Otherwise we will consider how it will be announced. So at our 
next meeting I will raise this question. 


Dr. Kissinger: Fine. 

Le Due Tho: What is important now is that we should come to an agreement 
on the ten points. This is the big thing. As to the question of the announce- 
ments -- whether it will be announced, where it will be announced, when it 
will be ann ounced -- it is not a problem. 

Dr. Kissinger: The only point is -- then I will drop the subject -- if I 
should go to Hanoi, if the announcement is made it should be made some 
days later, simultaneously in Washington and Hanoi, after I return from the 
trip, not while I am in Hanoi. But I am sure we can work that out. 

Le Due Tho: Regarding your trip to Hanoi I have clearly expressed it last 
time. 


Dr. Kissinger: We will discuss it next time. 

, . 

Le Due Tho: But I would like to add something to this question. . I have 
raised yesterday a number of points regarding your trip to Hanoi. One of 
these points is that we should see how much we will agree to with each other, 
and on the next three successive days of meeting we shall see* what points 

are left for your trip to Hanoi to agree on. 

“TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
t?vr t ttcttVELY EYES ONLY 


